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Context

In 2001, State President Thabo Mbeki announced an initiative to address underdevelopment in the most 
severely impoverished areas rural and urban areas (“poverty nodes”) in South Africa, which house around 
ten million people.

In 2001, State President Thabo Mbeki announced an initiative to address underdevelopment in the most 
severely impoverished areas rural and urban areas (“poverty nodes”) in South Africa, which house around 
ten million people.

The Urban Renewal 
Programme (urp) and the 
Integrated Sustainable Rural 
Development Programme 
(isrdp) were created in 2001 to 
address development in these 
areas. These initiatives are 
housed in the Department of 
Provincial and Local 
Government (dplg).
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Sekhukhune poverty node

z Research process

z Overview

z Economy

– Overview

– Selected sector: Mining

– Selected sector: Agriculture

– Selected sector: Tourism

z Investment opportunities

z Summary

z Appendix

� Activities

� Documents

� People
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SekhukhuneResearch process
Summary of what we have done

ActivitiesActivitiesActivities DocumentsDocumentsDocuments PeoplePeoplePeople

z Desk research

z One visit to the node –
from 26-29 September 
2006

z Understanding of 
potential for economic 
growth and specific 
opportunities for 
investments across the 
mining, tourism and 
agriculture sectors

z District and local 
municipality Integrated 
Development Plans 
(IDPs)

z Local economic 
development (LED)
strategy

z Twenty-year 
development plan

z Various business plans

z District and local 
government (LED / 
ISRDP managers)

z Tourism, agriculture 
and mining experts

z Trade and Investment 
Limpopo

z Limpopo Economic 
Development 
Enterprise

z Local people
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Sekhukhune

Sekhukhune poverty node

z Research process

z Overview

z Economy

– Overview

– Selected sector: Mining

– Selected sector: Agriculture

– Selected sector: Tourism

z Investment opportunities

z Summary

z Appendix

� Introduction

� Key data points

� Current action
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Overview

SnapshotSnapshot

Area summaryArea summary

Key challengesKey challenges DemographyDemography

Income and employmentIncome and employment

HealthHealth

Development scorecardDevelopment scorecard

GovernanceGovernance

IDP assessmentIDP assessment

EducationEducation

IntroductionIntroductionIntroduction Key data pointsKey data pointsKey data points Current actionCurrent actionCurrent action

Introduces the node;
summarises key issues

Lists pertinent acts and 
figures

Describes current 
interventions

GeographyGeography

Spatial developmentSpatial development

Development projectsDevelopment projects

Local people portraitLocal people portrait
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Sekhukhune

Source: Stats SA Census 2001; Quantec; Greater Sekhukhune IDP Review 2005-2008

SekhukhuneSekhukhuneSekhukhune

Key information

Population: 2001 967,185

Area 13,264 km2

Population density: 
2001 72.9 people / km2 

Estimated GDP: 2004 R9.81 billion

Province Limpopo

Local municipalities
Fetakgomo / Groblersdal / 

Makhuduthamaga / Marble Hall /
Tubatse 

Introduction
Snapshot

Historical overviewHistorical overviewHistorical overview

� In the early 19th century the area that now comprises the Sekhukhune District Municipality (DM) was 
known as Sekhukhuneland and was occupied by Bapedi tribes under the leadership of King
Sekhukhune

� After the death of King Sekhukhune, his empire was divided into several smaller tribal units and much of 
the population was forced to seek employment on white-owned farms 

� Throughout the 20th century the region was transformed into an impoverished and overcrowded labour 
reserve for the many mines and commercial farms in the Transvaal

� Greater Sekhukhune became a cross-border district municipality split between Mpumalanga and
Limpopo in 2000, but was fully incorporated into Limpopo Province in 2005 

� In the early 19th century the area that now comprises the Sekhukhune District Municipality (DM) was 
known as Sekhukhuneland and was occupied by Bapedi tribes under the leadership of King
Sekhukhune

� After the death of King Sekhukhune, his empire was divided into several smaller tribal units and much of 
the population was forced to seek employment on white-owned farms 

� Throughout the 20th century the region was transformed into an impoverished and overcrowded labour 
reserve for the many mines and commercial farms in the Transvaal

� Greater Sekhukhune became a cross-border district municipality split between Mpumalanga and
Limpopo in 2000, but was fully incorporated into Limpopo Province in 2005 
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Sekhukhune

z The Greater Sekhukhune District Municipality (GSDM) was established in December 2000 and 
includes five local municipalities (LM), namely Groblersdal, Marble Hall, Tubatse, Fetakgomo, and 
Makhuduthamaga

z Sekhukhune has a population of approximately one million people, 97% of whom live in rural 
areas

– As a result, infrastructure provision and service delivery are costly, and the node continues to 
face widespread backlogs, particularly with respect to water provision

z The node includes three main urban settlements, namely Groblersdal, Marble Hall, and
Burgersfort

– Groblersdal and Marble Hall, situated in their respective local municipalities, are agricultural 
service centres

– Burgersfort, situated in the Tubatse LM, is growing at a rapid rate due to the local mining boom

– The Fetakgomo and Makhuduthamaga LMs are almost entirely rural, traditional areas

z The district is endowed with some of the most lucrative mineral deposits in South Africa, including 
enormous reserves of platinum group metals, which has given rise to a large mining sector

z Furthermore, the south-west corner of the district contains one of the largest clusters of 
commercial agricultural production in the country

z Nevertheless, the majority of the nodal population has not benefited from the fruits of these two 
large sectors

– Just 14% of the population is employed, and over 85% of households live in poverty
Source: Greater Sekhukhune IDP Review 2005-2008; Stats SA Census 2001; Interviews

Introduction
Area summary
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SekhukhuneIntroduction
Some observations about Sekhukhune 

“Most of the agricultural activity is subsistence farming. The subsistence farmers are doing their 
own thing. We really need to bring them together to get scale and to give the farmers access to 
the formal market”

– Sekhukhune Farms Development Trust

“It is such a challenge to sell a business idea to the government”
– Local entrepreneur

“We don’t see enough projects”
– Head of Planning and Economic Development, Sekhukhune District Municipality 

“Water is still the biggest challenge for the district. The area lacks adequate access to water both 
for commercial and personal use, and spending on water consumes almost all of our financial 
resources”

– LED manager

“Thanks to mining, Sekhukhune is the richest district in Limpopo. Ironically, its people remain the 
poorest in the province. We have to work to make sure that the people of Sekhukhune benefit 
from the resources that are here”

– Limpopo Economic Development Enterprise
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Sekhukhune

Source: Greater Sekhukhune IDP Review 2005-2008; Greater Sekhukhune District Municipality 2025 Development Strategy; Interviews

� Sekhukhune faces serious backlogs in the provision of services (water, electricity, sanitation, 
health care, schools) and has an undeveloped road network

� In particular, the district faces a critical water deficit, which not only impacts the household level 
but serves as a major constraint to the growth of the agriculture and mining sectors

Infrastructure and 
service backlogs

Infrastructure and Infrastructure and 
service backlogsservice backlogs

Introduction 
Key challenges

� Over 40% of the node’s adult population has had no formal education

� The Limpopo Provincial Growth and Development Strategy claims that the district has the 
largest deficiency of skilled people in the entire province

� This weak skills base stands as a major constraint to economic growth

Education and skillsEducation and skillsEducation and skills

� The above challenge is exacerbated by the fact that approximately 97% of the population of the 
node lives in scattered rural areas

� This distance between settlements makes the provision of basic services (both installation and 
maintenance) very expensive

Dispersed settlement 
pattern

Dispersed settlement Dispersed settlement 
patternpattern

� The extent of the nodal skills deficiency is compounded by migration and a “brain drain” to other 
regions, in particular, to Pretoria and Johannesburg

� Furthermore, because of the lack of skilled workers within the node, a large portion of workers 
employed in the booming mining industry comes from outside of the node

Worker migrationWorker migrationWorker migration
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SekhukhuneIntroduction 
Local people portrait – Gladys Zulu

Source: Interviews

She also puts aside a monthly amount of R500 for her children. The fact that her income does not cover 
all her expenses is a major concern of hers. She wants to save more money for her daughters and also 
fulfil her dreams of taking a computing class and getting her driver’s licence.

Gladys is a 30-year-old Zulu woman working as housekeeper and 
bartender at the BushFellows Game Lodge outside Marble Hall. The 
mother of two daughters (four and eight years old), Gladys was born 
and raised in Richard’s Bay in KwaZulu-Natal. After finishing Grade 12 
she worked for two years as a hairdresser in Richard’s Bay but had to 
quit her job when she became allergic to hair products. She decided to 
leave her children with their grandparents and move to Sekhukhune to 
study domestic work at Intech in Marble Hall. In order to get work 
experience, Intech organised a part-time job for her at BushFellows 
Lodge where she currently also resides. Gladys earns a monthly salary 
of R849 from her work at the lodge. She also receives child support of 
R800 per month. Her typical monthly expenditure includes:  
Return trip to Richard's Bay R650
School fees R250
Insurance R200
Groceries R200
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Overview

SnapshotSnapshot

Area summaryArea summary

Key challengesKey challenges

GeographyGeography

DemographyDemography

Income and employmentIncome and employment

HealthHealth

Development scorecardDevelopment scorecard

GovernanceGovernance

IDP assessmentIDP assessment

EducationEducation

IntroductionIntroductionIntroduction Key data pointsKey data pointsKey data points Current actionCurrent actionCurrent action

Introduces the node;
summarises key issues

Lists pertinent acts and 
figures

Describes current 
interventions

Spatial developmentSpatial development

Development projectsDevelopment projects

Local people portraitLocal people portrait
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MapMapMap Geographical featuresGeographical featuresGeographical features

Local municipalities

� Tubatse: Population 270,122

� Makhuduthamaga: Population 262,921

� Groblersdal: Population 220,739

� Marble Hall: Population 121,323

� Fetakgomo: Population 92,092

Transportation

� N11 road network links western portion of
Sekhukhune with major highways and cities

– Most smaller roads are in poor condition
� The node is situated 200 km north of Pretoria, 150 km 

west of Nelspruit, and 120 km south of Polokwane

Terrain and natural resources

� Mineral belts rich in platinum group metals

� Significant water shortages

– It is estimated that approximately 65,000 ha of 
prime land cannot be farmed due to lack of water 
for irrigation 

Local municipalities

� Tubatse: Population 270,122

� Makhuduthamaga: Population 262,921

� Groblersdal: Population 220,739

� Marble Hall: Population 121,323

� Fetakgomo: Population 92,092

Transportation

� N11 road network links western portion of
Sekhukhune with major highways and cities

– Most smaller roads are in poor condition
� The node is situated 200 km north of Pretoria, 150 km 

west of Nelspruit, and 120 km south of Polokwane

Terrain and natural resources

� Mineral belts rich in platinum group metals

� Significant water shortages

– It is estimated that approximately 65,000 ha of 
prime land cannot be farmed due to lack of water 
for irrigation 

Sekhukhune is situated in the south-west portion of Limpopo, approximately 200 km north of 
Pretoria 

Source: Municipal Demarcation Board; Greater Sekhukhune IDP Review 2004/2005; Stats SA Census 2001; www.sekhukhune.gov.za; Greater 
Sekhukhune LED – Economic Sectoral Analysis Report (Urban-Econ, 2003)   

Key data points
Geography
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SekhukhuneKey data points 
Geology

Note: After climate, geology is the second most important factor in the formation of soil-terrain landscapes. It affects natural fertility and erodibility and is 
thus indirectly responsible for a variety of soil-plant niches or habitats.
Source: Agricultural Geo-Referenced Information System

Transvaal and Lebowa rock types are most common in Sekhukune

Lebowa

Meinhardskraal

Table Mountain

Tarkastad

Transvaal

GeologyGeologyGeology
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SekhukhuneKey data points 
Vegetation

Source: Agricultural Geo-Referenced Information System

Sekukhune’s vegetation is mostly tropical bush and savanna

Inland tropical forest types

Tropical bush and savanna 
type

Pure grassveld types

False grassveld types

Vegetation (Acocks veld type groups)Vegetation (Vegetation (Acocks veldAcocks veld type groups)type groups)
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SekhukhuneKey data points 
Aridity zones

Source: Agricultural Geo-Referenced Information System

The node falls into a semi-arid zone

Semi-arid zone

Dry subhumid zone

Humid zone

Aridity zonesAridity zones
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Sekhukhune

Rainfall (mean annual)Rainfall (mean annual)Rainfall (mean annual)

Most of the node receives limited rainfall

Key data points 
Rainfall (mean annual)

Source: Agricultural Geo-Referenced Information System

0-200 mm

201-400 mm

401-600 mm

601-800 mm

801-1,000 mm

> 1,000 mm
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Sekhukhune

77%

65%

36%

93%

58%
43%

30% 28%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Electricity Piped Water Waste
Removal

Telephone

Sekhukhune

South Africa

7%

2%

6%

16%

70%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

Note: 1For electricity, basic access is defined as having electricity as the home’s source of lighting. Piped water is defined as having running water within 200 
m of the home. For telephone, it is defined as having a landline or cellular phone at the home’s disposal

Source: Stats SA Census 2001; Greater Sekhukhune IDP Review 2005-2008; Cabinet Lekgotla Report for Sekhukhune, Jan 2006; Greater Sekhukhune District 
Municipality 2025 Development Strategy  

Key indicators: 2005Key indicators: 2005Key indicators: 2005

� Population density: 72.9 persons / km2

� Rural / urban split: Rural 97%, urban 3%

� The south-western portion of the node (Marble 
Hall and Groblersdal local municipalities) have 
the highest population concentrations, whereas 
Fetakgomo and Makhuduthamaga are almost 
entirely rural 

� Population density: 72.9 persons / km2

� Rural / urban split: Rural 97%, urban 3%

� The south-western portion of the node (Marble 
Hall and Groblersdal local municipalities) have 
the highest population concentrations, whereas 
Fetakgomo and Makhuduthamaga are almost 
entirely rural 
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Households without Basic Access to 
Services: 2001

% of Households

Separate House

Traditional Housing

Informal Dwelling / Shack 

Other

House / Flat / Room in 
Backyard

Coupled with the dry climate, the rural nature of the node has hindered service delivery, such 
that 65% of households do not have adequate access to water

Type of housing: 2001

Key data points 
Spatial development

Migration patternsMigration patternsMigration patterns

� Between 1996-2001, Sekhukhune experienced a 
net loss of over 62,000 persons

� Approximately 42,000 male workers have 
families in Sekhukhune but work elsewhere

� The Tshwane Metro Municipality is the main 
destination for migrant labour

� Between 1996-2001, Sekhukhune experienced a 
net loss of over 62,000 persons

� Approximately 42,000 male workers have 
families in Sekhukhune but work elsewhere

� The Tshwane Metro Municipality is the main 
destination for migrant labour
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Sekhukhune

Source: Stats SA Census 2001; Monitor analysis 

Seventy per cent of the population is under the age of 30 years, and Sepedi is the 
predominant language in the area

52%

9%

35%

49%

16%

39%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

1 to 3 4 to 7 8 +

Sekhukhune
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Household size: 2001
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Age distribution: 2001
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Key data points 
Demography
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Active
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& Personal Services
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Mining &
Quarrying
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19,200
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153,601

Only 14% of the population aged 15-65 years is employed and 86% of households are 
classified as poor
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Employed
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Employment figures
(population aged 15-65): 2001Annual household income: 2001

Employment by industry (top five): 2001

Source: Stats SA Census 2001; Monitor analysis 
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Key data points 
Income and employment
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Note:   1A negligible “other” category has been excluded from the graph, the national average for this category was less than 0.2%
Source: Stats SA Census 2001; Greater Sekhukhune IDP Review 2005-2008; Cabinet Lekgotla Report for Sekhukhune District Municipality, Jan 2006
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Sekhukhune faces a marked deficiency in education, with over 40% of the adult population 
having no formal schooling 

Key data points
Education

%
 o

f P
op

. A
ge

d 
20

+

Key challengesKey challengesKey challenges

z Schools suffer from infrastructural backlogs
– Two-thirds of schools in the region do 

not have Reconstruction and 
Development Programme (RDP) 
standard access to water

– Only 47% of the schools have access to 
sanitation above RDP levels 

z Schools suffer from infrastructural backlogs
– Two-thirds of schools in the region do 

not have Reconstruction and 
Development Programme (RDP) 
standard access to water

– Only 47% of the schools have access to 
sanitation above RDP levels 

Other observationsOther observationsOther observations

z There are 777 educational institutions in the 
Greater Sekhukhune District Municipality: 
– 473 primary
– 292 secondary
– nine combined primary and secondary
– three tertiary 

z There are 777 educational institutions in the 
Greater Sekhukhune District Municipality: 
– 473 primary
– 292 secondary
– nine combined primary and secondary
– three tertiary 
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Sekhukhune

Note:  1HIV prevalence among antenatal patients (pregnant women)
Source: Health Systems Trust Reports: The District Health Barometer, 2005, and Health and Related Indicators, 2005; Monitor analysis; Greater Sekhukhune 

IDP Review 2005-2008; Cabinet Lekgotla Report for Sekhukhune District Municipality, Jan 2006
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Daily number of patients per nurse: 2005

Other observationsOther observationsOther observations

z There are eight hospitals, 43 clinics and 
eight mobile clinic stops in Sekhukhune

z HIV and AIDS is the largest single cause 
of death, accounting for 24% of all deaths 
in 2000

z The district does not have a health profile

z There are eight hospitals, 43 clinics and 
eight mobile clinic stops in Sekhukhune

z HIV and AIDS is the largest single cause 
of death, accounting for 24% of all deaths 
in 2000

z The district does not have a health profile

Health spending in Sekhukhune is substantially lower than it is on average, across the rest of 
South Africa, and the IDP lacks health-related data

Key data points 
Health
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Sekhukhune

Sekhukhune Rural node 
average

All node 
average

National 
average

Difference vs
national 
average

Rank within 
rural nodes

Poverty incidence 
(percentage of 
households below 
HSL)1

85.9% 84.7% 81.0% 65.3% 20.6% 10

Employment rate2 13.7% 15.4% 19.3% 33.7% 20.0% 11

Households without 
basic access to water3 65.0% 64.9% 55.1% 27.9% 37.1% 8

Households without 
access to electricity4 36.4% 56.7% 50.3% 30.3% 6.1% 3

Percentage of adults 
with limited education5 59.4% 60.3% 54.1% 40.3% 19.1% 6

Note: 1HSL = Household Subsistence Level and is equal to R19,200 per annum; 2Percent of all adults in paid employment; 3Defined as not having piped 
water within a distance of 200 m of dwelling (govt. policy on minimum basic human need); 4Based on households that do not use electricity as a 
source for lighting; 5All adults aged 20+ yrs with no schooling at secondary level or above (Stats SA indicator of educational deprivation)

Source: Stats SA Census 2001; Monitor analysis 

The node ranks poorly against all national development indicators, with access to water 
standing out as a particularly severe deficiency

Key data points 
Development scorecard

Sekhukhune development scorecard

Better than national avg. Worse than national avg.

1=Best, 14=Worst 
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Sekhukhune

Overview

SnapshotSnapshot

Area summaryArea summary

Key challengesKey challenges DemographyDemography

Income and employmentIncome and employment

HealthHealth

Development scorecardDevelopment scorecard

GovernanceGovernance

IDP assessmentIDP assessment

EducationEducation

IntroductionIntroductionIntroduction Key data pointsKey data pointsKey data points Current actionCurrent actionCurrent action

Introduces the node;
summarises key issues

Lists pertinent acts and 
figures

Describes current 
interventions

GeographyGeography

Spatial developmentSpatial development

Development projectsDevelopment projects

Local people portraitLocal people portrait
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SekhukhuneGovernance 
Political structure of the Sekhukhune District Municipality

Organogram: Political structure of the Sekhukhune District Municipality

Municipal Manager

Mr C C Nkadimeng

Manager: 
Corporate 
Services

Mr S S Zwane

Manager: 
Officer of the 

Executive 
Mayor

Vacant

Manager: 
Planning and 

Economic 
Development

Mr A H Masha

Chief Financial Officer

Mr S Sanpersad

Manager: 
Strategic 

Management

Vacant

Manager: 
Community 

Services

Mr A Mangoato

Manager: 
Technical 
Services

Mr P D Phasha

Source: Greater Sekhukhune IDP Review 2005-2008
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SekhukhuneGovernance
Structure of the department responsible for the ISRDP

Organogram: Sekhukhune District Municipality Planning and Economic Development Department

Source: Greater Sekhukhune IDP Review 2005-2008

Manager: Planning and 
Economic Development 

Mr A H Masha

Assistant Manager: 
Development 

Planning and IDP

Assistant Manager: 
LED

Senior Research 
Specialist

Secretary
Senior 
Planner

Administrator
Development 

Planning 
Officer

Town Planner

LED OfficerLED OfficerLED Officer
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Sekhukhune

31.4 34.0 35.2

5.1 5.4
4.9 1.3 2.5

0.1

140.3

8.9

2.7
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40
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120

160

Water Finance &
Admin

Executive &
Council

Road
Transport

Waste Water
Management

Planning &
Development

Public Safety Social
Services

Sport and
Recreation

Health

Capital

Operating

Two-thirds of Sekhukhune’s budget is consumed by water-related spending, while just 2.4% 
is allocated to planning and development 

Note: 1An unallocated cost of R15,550,000 has been excluded from the capital expenditure budget
Source: Sekhukhune District Municipality

Governance 
Operating and capital budget

Share of 
Budget 62.5% 13.2% 9.5% 7.5% 2.1% 2.4% 0.9% 0.8% 0.7% 0.6%

Operating and capital expenditure: 2006/071

R
an

d 
(m

ill
io

n)

Operating R131,517,649

Capital R168,591,243

Total R315,658,892 

Budget breakdown
171.8

36.7 35.3

14.0

1.2

13.4
6.6 3.4

11.7
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Sekhukhune

Node ManagerNode ManagerNode Manager Government capacity / 
capabilities

Government capacity / Government capacity / 
capabilitiescapabilities Co-operationCoCo--operationoperation

z A critical institutional 
capability gap cited in 
several instances was 
related to the lack of people 
employed in economic 
development with the 
appropriate skills and 
background to interact with 
the private sector

z Furthermore, the district 
faces challenges in 
physically implementing 
projects due to shortages of 
people with the required 
skills (engineering, project 
management, etc.)

z A need for improved co-
operation was cited on two 
accounts:

– Between the DM and the
LMs in terms of 
identifying and 
monitoring projects

– Between local 
government and national 
departments (e.g. 
Department of Water 
Affairs and Forestry 
[DWAF], Department of 
Transport)

z Phakane Phahlamohlaka, 
Senior Research Specialist 
for the Sekhukhune District 
Municipality 

z Main responsibilities include

– Co-ordination of 
research done by 
different departments 
(e.g. Department of 
Agriculture [DoA], 
Department of 
Transport)

– ISRDP co-ordination

– Knowledge management

Governance 
General assessment of nodal governance

Source: Interviews 
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Sekhukhune

Geographic area 
covered

Geographic area 
covered

Month / year of latest 
publication

Month / year of latest 
publication

Author / main 
contributors

Author / main 
contributors

Process of 
creation

Process of 
creation

Key 
aspects

Key 
aspects

TimingTiming

Length / formLength / form

� Greater Sekhukhune District Municipality
Covers more than the node
Covers exactly the node
Covers less than the node

� 2005

� 107 pages, Microsoft Word document

� IDP managers are responsible for the document

� Other key role players include the council, municipal managers, 
departmental heads, and sector departments

� Public consultations held throughout April

� IDP is finalised by June each year before the new financial year
begins in July

� Creation of the IDP is an ongoing process throughout the year

� LM IDPs are created at the same time as the DM IDP

Other key related 
documents

Other key related 
documents

� Local municipality IDPs

� Sekhukhune DM LED Strategy, 2003
� Sekhukhune DM 2025 Development Strategy

Includes consultants
Does not include consultants
Relies only on consultants

Public sector mainly
Private sector mainly
Both equally

IDP assessment
Key facts of the IDP
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Sekhukhune

AccessibilityAccessibility

� The Sekhukhune DM has a comprehensive website from which the 
DM and LM IDPs can be downloaded

Actual user group / key 
current recipients

Actual user group / key 
current recipients

� Government employees involved with economic development and 
planning

Government mainly
Private sector mainly
Both equally

Easy to find / access
Difficult to find / access

Focus / purposeFocus / purpose
Provides insight mainly
Provides information mainly

Extent of usage / impactExtent of usage / impact

� Seems to be used extensively in terms of managing service 
delivery; the LED and 2025 strategies are used more for economic
development planning

Is viewed as key guiding document
Is used minimally, very little impact

Both equally

PrecisionPrecision
Generally, very vague
Generally, quite precise

� High level strategic plan for development of the GSDM

IDP assessment 
Key characteristics of the IDP
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Sekhukhune

Minimum    
requirements

Covered by  IDP?

Level of detail  
(high / low)

Comments

IDP assessment 
Delivery against key content areas

Analysis of 
current situation

Analysis of 
current situation

11

� Basic demographics

� Service levels / gaps

� Key trends and issues

� Major challenges

;

H

� High-level summary

� Readers are directed 
to sectoral plans for 
more detailed 
information

Social       
analysis
Social       

analysis

22

;

L

� Data by gender, age 
and other social 
categories

� Priority needs 
differentiated by 
social categories / 
gender

� Weak summary of 
social issues

� No municipal health 
profile available

Economic 
analysis

Economic 
analysis

33

;
� Basic economic data 

(unemployment, 
major sectors, etc.)

� Trends, opportunities, 
and constraints (by 
sector)

� Contains only basic 
Census 2001 data

� Does not address 
specific sectors

Spatial / 
environmental      

analysis

Spatial / 
environmental      

analysis

44

;

� Mapping of spatial 
dimensions of 
development issues

� Environmental 
problems and threats

� Contains detailed 
spatial development 
strategy

L
H
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SekhukhuneIDP assessment 
Delivery against key content areas

Institutional analysisInstitutional analysis
55

;

� Organogram of municipal 
administration

� Overview of institutional 
strengths and weaknesses

� Has list of key challenges for 
each department 

� Has an organogram and 
strategic summary for each 
department 

Minimum    
requirements

Covered by  IDP?

Level of detail  
(high / low)

Comments

Development 
strategies

Development 
strategies

66

;
H

� Vision / strategy statement

� Summary of strategies for 
economic development 

� Overview of sector 
strategies (water, 
transportation, education, 
etc.)

ProjectsProjects
77

;

� List of projects / project 
proposals

� Budget, resource and time 
frame estimates

� Targets, performance 
indicators and assignment 
of responsibility

H

� Weak and poorly 
communicated list of projects 

� Has all of the above 
requirements 

L
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Sekhukhune

Actions proposedActions proposed

Examples of key actions proposed in IDPExamples of key actions proposed in IDP

AssessmentAssessment

IDP assessment 
Action orientation of the IDP for the node

� Implement and complete carried over 
water services projects

� Address service backlogs

� Establish an economic development 
agency to implement LED projects

� Host an investor conference

� Create an agriculture development plan

� Implement and complete carried over 
water services projects

� Address service backlogs

� Establish an economic development 
agency to implement LED projects

� Host an investor conference

� Create an agriculture development plan

Support of implementation of the proposed actionsSupport of implementation of the proposed actions

� The IDP itself does not drive implementation, but relies on separate sector plans to be 
the key tools for implementation

� The document does not do a good job of identifying key required actions

� Identification of people responsible seems to be lacking in most cases

� Many of the IDP and LED projects are not yet complete and there is limited visible 
impact on the level of economic activity

� The IDP itself does not drive implementation, but relies on separate sector plans to be 
the key tools for implementation

� The document does not do a good job of identifying key required actions

� Identification of people responsible seems to be lacking in most cases

� Many of the IDP and LED projects are not yet complete and there is limited visible 
impact on the level of economic activity

Highly
action-oriented

Key action areas
not covered

AssessmentAssessment

Drives 
implementation well

Does not drive 
implementation

Examples of key actions not proposed in IDPExamples of key actions not proposed in IDP

� Economic sectors to focus on going 
forward, and required interventions 
(however, the district has a separate 
tourism strategy and is currently working 
on a 20-year  economic development 
strategy)

� Economic sectors to focus on going 
forward, and required interventions 
(however, the district has a separate 
tourism strategy and is currently working 
on a 20-year  economic development 
strategy)
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Sekhukhune

General assessment – Does the IDP deliver what it promises?General assessment – Does the IDP deliver what it promises? AssessmentAssessment

IDP assessment 
General assessment of the IDP in relation to the node

� In general, the Sekhukhune IDP serves as an adequate high-level summary of the 
node’s current situation

� The strategy going forward is not spelled out very clearly and requires digging through 
various different sections in the document

� In general, the Sekhukhune IDP serves as an adequate high-level summary of the 
node’s current situation

� The strategy going forward is not spelled out very clearly and requires digging through 
various different sections in the document

Highly
satisfactory

Delivers less than 
it promises

IDP contribution to stimulating economic growthIDP contribution to stimulating economic growth

What to keep doingWhat to keep doing

AssessmentAssessment

� As indicated above the strategy for achieving 
economic growth and development is not very 
explicit

� However, a couple of key areas which capture 
the potential of the node have been identified

– Development around mining, agriculture and 
tourism

– Small micro and medium enterprise (SMME) 
development

� As indicated above the strategy for achieving 
economic growth and development is not very 
explicit

� However, a couple of key areas which capture 
the potential of the node have been identified

– Development around mining, agriculture and 
tourism

– Small micro and medium enterprise (SMME) 
development

Very useful to 
growth debate

Does not contribute 
to growth debate

What to do differentlyWhat to do differently

� Be more specific about how economic growth 
can be stimulated, for instance where in the 
mining value chain to focus and which 
stakeholders to involve

� Have clearer focus and de-prioritise some 
sectors (e.g. arts and crafts) currently believed to 
stimulate economic growth 

� Be more specific about how economic growth 
can be stimulated, for instance where in the 
mining value chain to focus and which 
stakeholders to involve

� Have clearer focus and de-prioritise some 
sectors (e.g. arts and crafts) currently believed to 
stimulate economic growth 
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SekhukhuneIDP assessment 
Summary of IDP assessments

Level of detailLevel of detailLevel of detail

Highly comprehensive

Key issues
not covered

Quality of 
information
Quality of Quality of 

informationinformation

Highly
reliable

Very risky to use for
investment decisions

breadth depth

Actions proposedActions proposed

Highly
action-oriented

Key action areas
not covered

Support of 
implementation

Support of 
implementation

Drives 
implementation well

Does not drive 
implementation

DeliveryDelivery

Highly
satisfactory

Delivers less than 
it promises

Contribution to 
stimulating growth

Contribution to 
stimulating growth

Very useful to 
growth debate

Does not contribute 
to growth debate
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Sekhukhune

Project description Funding 
source Total cost Status

Partnership with Limpopo Manufacturing Advisory Council (LIMAC) 
on the SMME manufacturing advisory centre establishment and 
maintenance 

GSDM R2.7 million Centre established and functional 

Economic Development Agency establishment and maintenance IDC, GSDM R1.56 million In progress

Marketing of the district GSDM R1.5 million Material distributed and exhibitions 
attended

Hosting of an investor conference GSDM R660,000 N/A

Farmers Assistance Programme GSDM R350,000 Assistance to farmers provided on 
request

Profiling of the district economy GSDM R300,000 Profile in place

Establishment of a Mining Academy GSDM R250,000 In progress

LED forum maintenance GSDM R90,000 N/A

Development of an Agricultural Development Plan DoA N/A Plan developed

Source: Greater Sekhukhune IDP Review 2005-2008

Development projects
LED projects listed in the 2005-2008 IDP 
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Sekhukhune

Sekhukhune poverty node

z Research process

z Overview

z Economy

– Overview

– Selected sector: Mining

– Selected sector: Agriculture

– Selected sector: Tourism

z Investment opportunities

z Summary

z Appendix

� GDP and employment

� Prioritisation of economic sectors
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Sekhukhune

z In addition to a large public sector, the Sekhukhune economy is founded on the mining 
and agricultural industries

z Between 1995 and 2004, the GSDM economy grew at an average annual rate of 4% 
driven mainly by growth in the Tubatse-based mining industry

z However, the benefits of this growth have failed to lift the broader population out of 
poverty
– Nearly 80% of the nodal population is unemployed or economically inactive resulting 

in a large dependency on social grants, and over 85% of households earn less than 
the Household Subsistence Income Level

– The public sector remains the most important source of employment for residents of 
the GSDM, accounting for a quarter of all jobs

– While mining is the largest contributor to nodal GDP, it accounts for only 8% of jobs
– The emerging farmer population has not yet been able to make a significant entry 

into the commercial agriculture space
z Going forward, opportunities for greater economic and employment growth can be 

derived from three sources
– Capitalising on the mining boom
– Commercialising subsistence farmers
– Developing opportunities in the currently underdeveloped tourism sector

Source: Quantec; Greater Sekhukhune IDP Review 2005-2008; Stats SA Census 2001; Interviews

Economy overview
Summary
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Sekhukhune

Makhuduthamaga
LM

Tubatse 
LM

Fetakgomo
LM

Steelpoort

Burgersfort

Ohrigstad

Greater 
Marble Hall 

LM

Greater
Groblersdal

LM
Groblersdal

Marble Hall

N11

R555

Pretoria 
Johannesburg

R37

Source: GSDM 2006 Growth and Development Summit Report; Interviews; Sekhukhune DM website

Economy overview
Centres of economic activity

Legend

= Retail / Service 
Centre

= Mining

= Commercial 
Agriculture

= Tourism

Economic activity is concentrated predominantly in the Marble Hall and Groblersdal local 
municipalities (agriculture and tourism) and the Tubatse LM (mining and tourism) 
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Sekhukhune
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Sekhukhune

South Africa

Source: Stats SA Census 2001; Cabinet Lekgotla Report for Sekhukhune District Municipality, Jan 2006 

Annual household income: 2001
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% of Households Living Below 
Household Subsistence Level:

Sekhukhune: 86%

South Africa: 65%

% of Households Living Below 
Household Subsistence Level:

Sekhukhune: 86%

South Africa: 65%

Economy overview
Income

Eighty-six per cent of households live below the Household Subsistence Level and 
dependence on social grants has increased over the past five years 

Number of grants: 2000/01 vs 2004/05
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SekhukhuneEconomy overview
Employment status 
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Employment status                      
(Population aged 15-65 years): 2001
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Employment growth

Source: Stats SA Census 2001; Quantec

Only 14% of the adult population is employed, and the node has a large portion of economically 
inactive people
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Employment by major sector: 2001

Economy overview
Employment by sector
The public sector is the single largest employer in the node, accounting for a quarter of all 
jobs, while the agriculture sector is also a major source of employment
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Note:   1Covers the public sector, i.e., civil servants, teachers, health care workers, police, etc. 
Source: Stats SA Census 2001; Monitor analysis 

No. of Jobs 17,226 11,384 9,188 7,697 5,593 3,340 3,272 2,694 2,665 709

1
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Economy overview
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Contrary to most ISRDP nodes, Sekhukhune has seen significant real GDP growth over the 
past decade 
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17.0%

13.0%
11.6%

8.7%

5.8%
4.6%

2.9% 2.4% 2.4%

0.3%

31.5%

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

Mining Wholesale &
Retail Trade

Finance &
Business
Services

Community,
Social &
Personal
Services

Construction Catering &
Accomm.

This growth has been driven by the mining sector, which presently accounts for nearly a third 
of the node’s GDP
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SekhukhuneEconomy overview 
Quantitative prioritisation using economic data

Sectors

GDP Employment

Average index2004 GDP in 
constant 2000 

prices
GDP index

Number of 
employees: 

2004

Employment 
index

1 General government services 1,665,685,618 50 32,172 100 75

2 Mining 3,088,485,765 100 12,506 37 68

3 Wholesale and retail trade; 
Catering and accommodation 1,304,149,062 38 17,716 53 45

4 Community, social and other 
personal services 446,794,609 8 15,728 47 27

5 Finance and& business 
services 853,175,419 22 7,680 21 21

6 Transport and communication 1,135,267,677 32 2,259 4 18

7 Manufacturing 572,598,843 12 8,186 23 17

8 Agriculture, forestry and 
fishing 232,489,512 28 10,393 30 15

9 Construction 234,182,578 0 4,504 11 6

10 Electricity and water 279,564,830 2 1,107 0 1

/100 /100 /100

Note: Quantec data conflict considerably with Stats SA 2001 Census data for Sekhukhune. In particular, Stats SA suggests that more people are employed 
in agriculture, and fewer in mining, wholesale and retail trade and finance and business services, than Quantec estimates.

Source: Quantec; Monitor analysis

High

Low

The average index (from 100 – high, to 0 – low) represents a quantitative assessment of the 
potential for economic growth and job creation of the ten different sectors 
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Sectors Average index Potential for growth Assessment

General 
government 

services
75

� The public sector is the largest employer in the district and makes an important contribution 
to nodal Gross Domestic Product (GDP)

� However, the public sector is funded by taxation, and therefore is itself dependent on 
growth in the private sector

Mining 68

� Mining is the single largest GDP contributor and is growing rapidly 

� Rich mineral deposits together with currently planned major investments give the mining 
sector strong potential for growth

Wholesale and 
retail trade; 

Catering and 
accommodation

45

� The sector is the second largest employer after general government services

� The sector is a small GDP contributor but has a high growth rate

� Retail depends on growth in other sectors

� The existing tourism sector is small but there are opportunities to develop it further

Community, 
social and other 

personal 
services

27

� This is also part of the public sector, and includes teachers and health care professionals

� Therefore, the same assessment applies as for general government services

Agriculture, 
forestry and 

fishing
15

� Census data suggest that agriculture is a much more important sector in terms of 
employment (16% of all jobs) than the Quantec estimates indicate

� Groblersdal and Marble Hall have a large commercial agriculture sector to build off of

� Water remains a major constraint, but a new dam (De Hoop) is being built

� Emerging farmers will require support to commercialise their crops 

Source: Quantec; Monitor analysis

Mining, agriculture and tourism hold the greatest growth potential going forward

Economy overview 
Qualitative prioritisation of top five sectors

High growth 
potential

Low growth 
potential
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Sekhukhune poverty node

� Description of current value chain

� Growth constraints and solutions

� Potential for sector

z Research process

z Overview

z Economy

– Overview

– Selected sector: Mining

– Selected sector: Agriculture

– Selected sector: Tourism

z Investment opportunities

z Summary

z Appendix
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SekhukhuneSelected sector: Mining
Summary

z The GSDM is abundantly endowed with a variety of lucrative minerals, including vanadium, chrome 
and the world’s largest deposits of platinum group metals (PGMs)1

z Supported by strong global demand for these minerals, the GSDM mining sector is booming

– There are currently 15 mines operating in the district, and Anglo Platinum, Impala, Xstrata Alloys 
and several other leading mining companies have invested in the area

– The node accounts for 58%, 50% and 36% of global production of vanadium, platinum group metals 
and chrome, respectively

– Burgersfort, the principal urban centre servicing the mining industry, is one of the fastest growing 
towns in South Africa

z However, despite this, the broader nodal population has yet to substantially benefit from the sector

– Mining accounts for 32% of nodal GDP, the largest share of any sector, but less than 8% of jobs2

– Due to skilled labour deficiencies, mining companies recruit workers from outside the node

– There is little to no local value-adding processing of extracted resources

z It would appear that the mining boom is only beginning: eleven new mines and a smelter have been 
proposed which are expected to produce 18,200 new jobs

z Therefore, the challenge for the district is to ensure that the greatest proportion of the local population 
as possible shares in the spoils of this growth 

– This will require providing people with the skills required to capture employment opportunities, and 
developing supporting business around the mining industry (beneficiation, construction, catering, 
etc.)

Note:  1Platinum group metals include iridium, osmium, palladium, platinum, rhodium and ruthenium; 2Based on 2001 Census data 
Source: Stats SA Census 2001; Greater Sekhukhune District Municipality 2025 Development Strategy (2005/2006); Interviews
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� Rich mineral deposits 

– Vanadium, titanium, 
copper, chrome, 
nickel, limestone, 
dolomite, manganese, 
lead, zinc and the 
world’s largest deposit 
of platinum group 
metals (PGM)

� Abundance of labour 
(unskilled)

� Equipment / machinery

� Mining Academy

� The Joint Development 
Forum

What do they rely on?What do they rely on?What do they rely on?

� Predominantly mining of 
platinum group metals, 
chrome and vanadium

� Production centred in Tubatse 
and Fetakgomo local 
municipalities

� Mines owned and operated by 
large mining companies, 
including Anglo Platinum, 
Impala Platinum and Xstrata
Alloys 

� Extracted ore is “exported”
outside of the node for further 
processing

What do they do / 
produce?

What do they do / What do they do / 
produce?produce?

Who do they serve / 
target / sell to?

Who do they serve / Who do they serve / 
target / sell to?target / sell to?

Target marketsTarget marketsProductionProductionInputInput

� Precious metals are
commoditised and traded 
on global markets

� PGMs and vanadium are 
mainly produced for export, 
whereas the majority of 
chrome produced is sold 
locally

� The main applications for
PGMs include auto-
catalysts, jewellery, and 
electronics

� Chrome and vanadium are 
mainly used in the metals 
industry 

Selected sector: Mining
Overview

Source: Greater Sekhukhune LED (Urban-Econ 2003); Interviews
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SekhukhuneSelected sector: Mining
Input – Mining resources

Source: Council for Geoscience; Greater Sekhukhune District Municipality 2025 Development Strategy, 2005/2006; GeoTimes Dec 2003 

Sekhukhune is part of the mineral rich Bushveld Complex, which contains chrome, 
vanadium and the world’s largest deposit of platinum group metals

Bushveld ComplexBushveldBushveld ComplexComplex

Mining resources in Sekhukhune

1
� World’s largest reserve  

of platinum group metals 
(PGMs)

� Vanadium

� Titanium 

� Copper

� Chrome 

� Nickel

� World’s largest reserve  
of platinum group metals 
(PGMs)

� Vanadium

� Titanium 

� Copper

� Chrome 

� Nickel

Makhuduthamaga

Tubatse

Fetakgomo

Steelpoort

Burgersfort

OhrigstadGreater 
Marble 

Hall

Greater
Groblersdal

Groblersdal

Marble 
Hall

N11

2

2

1

Transvaal SupergroupTransvaal Transvaal SupergroupSupergroup
2

� Limestone

� Dolomite

� Manganese

� Lead

� Zinc

� Limestone

� Dolomite

� Manganese

� Lead

� Zinc
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SekhukhuneSelected sector: Mining
Input – Labour and skills

Source: Stats SA Census 2001; Interviews; Platinum Today

While the node has a ready supply of unskilled labour, there is a deficiency of local workers 
qualified to assume technical and managerial positions

z Mining companies in Sekhukhune are encouraged 
to recruit locally

z While they have a large pool of unskilled workers to 
draw from, they note a serious deficiency in local
labour with the skills required to be employed in 
technical and managerial positions   

z Two initiatives have been launched to increase the 
employability of the GSDM labour pool in the 
mining sector

– Xstrata Alloys has created its own mining 
school in the area where approximately 120 
employees per year are trained in welding, 
electronics and engineering 

– The district has earmarked funds to create a 
Mining Academy that would serve the broader 
population

Education levels (age 20+ years): 
2001
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43%

12%
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5%
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18%
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primary
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SekhukhuneSelected sector: Mining
Input – Joint Development Forum 

Source: Greater Sekhukhune DM; Anglo Platinum 2003 

The district and local municipalities have joined with several mining companies operating in 
the area to form a Joint Development Forum (JDF) to address input gaps

� Established in 2002, the JDF encompasses the
Sekhukhune District Municipality and its five local 
municipalities together with various mining companies  in 
the Eastern Limb Mining Area

� The forum was established to address service and 
infrastructural backlogs inhibiting mining development 

� For example, Anglo Platinum estimates that it will require 
the following inputs to realise its development ambitions 
for operations on the Bushveld Complex :

– Increase in power supply from 69 MVA to 432 MVA

– Increase in water from 8 Mm l / day to 62 Mm l / day

– Accommodation for 1,500 people around Burgersfort

– Road and railway upgrades

� To date, the JDF has funded a series of spatial 
development, water, skills building, and institutional 
capacity building projects in the node

� Established in 2002, the JDF encompasses the
Sekhukhune District Municipality and its five local 
municipalities together with various mining companies  in 
the Eastern Limb Mining Area

� The forum was established to address service and 
infrastructural backlogs inhibiting mining development 

� For example, Anglo Platinum estimates that it will require 
the following inputs to realise its development ambitions 
for operations on the Bushveld Complex :

– Increase in power supply from 69 MVA to 432 MVA

– Increase in water from 8 Mm l / day to 62 Mm l / day

– Accommodation for 1,500 people around Burgersfort

– Road and railway upgrades

� To date, the JDF has funded a series of spatial 
development, water, skills building, and institutional 
capacity building projects in the node

Sekhukhune 
District 

Municipal 
Forum

Sekhukhune Sekhukhune 
District District 

Municipal Municipal 
ForumForum

Mining 
Producers 

Forum

Mining Mining 
Producers Producers 

ForumForum

Joint 
Development 

Forum

Joint Joint 
Development Development 

ForumForum
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SekhukhuneSelected sector: Mining
Production – Mines

Source: Mineral map of Sekhukhune (Council for Geosciences); Company websites

There are currently 15 productive mines in Sekhukhune, and several of the country’s largest 
mining companies have established operations in the region  

Operational mines in Sekhukhune: 2003

PGMs Clay Limestone 

Major mining companies operating in 
Sekhukhune: 2006

Chrome Andalusite Vanadium

Makhuduthamaga
Tubatse

Fetakgomo

Greater 
Marble 

Hall

Greater
Groblersdal
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SekhukhuneSelected sector: Mining
Production – Sekhukhune output

Source: Greater Sekhukhune DM Growth and Development Summit Report; Greater Sekhukhune District Municipality 2025 Development Strategy (2005/2006); 
Anglo Platinum; Implats 

Sekhukhune accounts for a large share of global production of vanadium, platinum group 
metals and chrome
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Sekhukhune production as a 
percentage of world total: 2006 Selected local production figures

� Modikwa Platinum Mine (Anglo Platinum)

– Refined platinum production rose 13.0% 
from 114,200 ounces in 2004 to 129,000 
ounces in 2005

– Mine has not yet reached targeted 
production levels

� Lebowa Platinum Mine (Anglo Platinum)

– Produced 112,100 ounces of refined 
platinum in 2005, down 5.6% compared 
to 2004 mainly due to a contractor strike

� Marula Platinum Mine (Implats)

– Produced 29,800 ounces of refined 
platinum in 2005 

– Targeting annual production of 144,000 
ounces by 2009 

� Modikwa Platinum Mine (Anglo Platinum)

– Refined platinum production rose 13.0% 
from 114,200 ounces in 2004 to 129,000 
ounces in 2005

– Mine has not yet reached targeted 
production levels

� Lebowa Platinum Mine (Anglo Platinum)

– Produced 112,100 ounces of refined 
platinum in 2005, down 5.6% compared 
to 2004 mainly due to a contractor strike

� Marula Platinum Mine (Implats)

– Produced 29,800 ounces of refined 
platinum in 2005 

– Targeting annual production of 144,000 
ounces by 2009 
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Source: Department of Minerals and Energy: South Africa’s Mineral Industry 2004 / 2005; Greater Sekhukhune District Municipality 2025 Development 
Strategy, 2005 / 2006

While detailed production data are not available on a nodal level, national production of the 
three main resources mined in the area has increased significantly over the last decade 

South Africa production of vanadium:
1995-2004 

South Africa production of chromite:
1995-2004

South Africa production of platinum group 
metals: 1995-2004 

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Selected sector: Mining
Production – South Africa output

CAGR 1995-2004: 5.09%

CAGR 1995-2004: 5.72%

CAGR 1995-2004: 4.63%
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“Significant expansion in production of PGMs
in South Africa, which now exceeds the value 
of the country’s gold production, has 
stimulated development of mines in the 
(Sekhukhune) region”

– GSDM 2025 Development 
Strategy
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SekhukhuneSelected sector: Mining
Production – Contribution to nodal economy
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Note:   1GGP = Gross Geographic Product
Source: Quantec; Greater Sekhukhune LED (Urban-Econ 2003) 

On the whole, the mining sector has seen solid annual growth over the last decade, and 
accounts for approximately one-third of nodal GDP

Mining as % of GGP1 in each municipality: 2000GDP by mining (constant 2000 
prices): Sekhukhune 1995-2004

R
an

d 
(B

n)

Mining as % 
of nodal GDP 30.7% 28.1% 27.8% 28.7% 29.4% 31.5%

CAGR 1995-2004: 4.2%

Makhuduthamaga

Tubatse

Fetakgomo

Steelpoort
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OhrigstadGreater 
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Marble 
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36.6%36.6%



Copyright © 2006 Monitor Company Group, L.P. — Confidential — JOHUUP-WRD-Sekhukhune Profile-301106-IS 57

Nodal Economic Profiling Project 
Business Trust and dplg, 2007

Sekhukhune

5,59259147327
1,772

3,287

0

1,000

2,000

3,000

4,000

5,000

6,000

Tubatse LM Groblersdal LM Marble Hall LM

However, the large GDP contribution is delivered by a rather small portion of the local work 
force; mining accounts for just 8% of jobs held by Sekhukhune residents1

Note:   1The GSDM IDP estimates that 3,000 additional jobs have been created in the Sekhukhune mining sector since the 2001 Census, which would make it 
the fourth largest source of employment in the district

Source: Stats SA Census 2001 

Employment of Sekhukhune residents in the mining sector: 2001
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Fetakgomo LM Makhuduthamaga LM Sekhukhune DM

Selected sector: Mining
Production – Employment

Mining jobs as 
% of total jobs 17.1% 36.5% 1.6% 1.4% 0.4% 7.9%
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Presently, only limited early stage processing of raw materials occurs in Sekhukhune

Selected sector: Mining
Production – Beneficiation

Currently, raw materials extracted in 
Sekhukhune are transported to Gauteng or 

exported to other countries for further 
processing:

Several opportunities for local 
beneficiation, which has the potential to 
create more mining-related jobs in the 

district, could be explored:

z PGM mines

– Concentrate ore at mine site then 
transport to centralised smelters and on 
to refineries in Rustenburg and Springs

– Requires specialised mineral 
processing technology

z Ferro-alloy (chromite) mines:

– Early-stage processing occurs at mine 
site

– Transported outside node for further 
processing (e.g., stainless steel)

– Requires high energy supply and 
locational / transport advantages

z Smelters

z Refinery

– Process raw materials into later stage 
intermediate and / or final products

z Stone processing

– Clay processing plant

– Brick and tile manufacturing

– Cement products

Source: Department of Minerals and Energy: South Africa’s Mineral Industry 2004 / 2005; Greater Sekhukhune District Municipality 2025 Development 
Strategy (2005/2006)
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z Eleven new platinum and chrome 
mines are expected to be 
developed over the next three 
years, creating 17,000 direct jobs

z A R2 billion smelter plant is being 
considered for construction in 
Tubatse, and would be expected 
to create 1,200 jobs

z Burgersfort is one of the fastest 
growing towns in the country, 
and is expected to become a city 
in the next 10-15 years

z Eleven new platinum and chrome 
mines are expected to be 
developed over the next three 
years, creating 17,000 direct jobs

z A R2 billion smelter plant is being 
considered for construction in 
Tubatse, and would be expected 
to create 1,200 jobs

z Burgersfort is one of the fastest 
growing towns in the country, 
and is expected to become a city 
in the next 10-15 years

Selected sector: Mining
Production – Expansion 

Source: Greater Sekhukhune LED (Urban-Econ 2003); Greater Sekhukhune DM; www.eprop.co.za; Mail&Guardian Online; Interviews; Monitor analysis

Mining in Sekhukhune has not yet reached the production limit and further exploitation of the 
area’s rich mineral resources is expected to lead to substantial job creation

Future of mining production in 
Sekhukhune 

Project name Year Employment

Twickenham Platinum 2006 2,500

Ga-Phasha Platinum 2006 1,500

Der Brochen Platinum 2006 2,500

Mototolo Platinum 2006 1,800

Xstrata Chrome 
Smelter 2006 1,200

Everest Platinum 2007 1,200

Two Rivers Platinum 2008 1,200

Booysendal Platinum 2008 1,500

Barplats 2008 1,200

Eastplats 2009 1,200

Blue Ridge Platinum 2009 1,200

Shebas Ridge 
Platinum 2009 1,200

Total 18,200

New mining projects or expansions in 
Sekhukhune 
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Platinum-group metals and vanadium mined in South Africa are mainly exported, whereas 
chrome is largely sold locally 

Selected sector: Mining
Target markets – Geography

South Africa sales by geography for selected minerals: 2004 

P
er

ce
nt

ag
e 

of
 T

ot
al

 S
al

es

90.8% 86.1%

7.1%

9.2% 13.9%

92.9%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

PGM Vanadium Chrome

Local sales

Export sales

Source: Department of Minerals and Energy: South Africa’s Mineral Industry 2004 / 2005



Copyright © 2006 Monitor Company Group, L.P. — Confidential — JOHUUP-WRD-Sekhukhune Profile-301106-IS 61

Nodal Economic Profiling Project 
Business Trust and dplg, 2007

Sekhukhune

World market platinum demand by 
application: 2004

Selected sector: Mining
Target markets – Application

Source: Chamber of Mines: Facts and Figures 2004; Department of Minerals and Energy: South Africa’s Mineral Industry 2004/2005

Platinum and vanadium are mainly used in the production of auto catalysts; chromite has a 
variety of metallurgical applications

World market palladium demand by 
application: 2004
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On the whole, demand for PGMs, vanadium and chromite has been strong over the past 
decade 

South Africa sales of vanadium: 1995-2004 

South Africa sales of chromite ore:      1995-
2004 

South Africa export sales of platinum group 
metals: 1995-2004 
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Selected sector: Mining
Target markets – Demand
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CAGR 1995-2004: 4.5%

CAGR 1995-2004: 6.6%

CAGR 1995-2004: -8.6%

CAGR 1995-2004: 2.8%

CAGR 1995-2004: 24.7%

“Enforcement of tighter emission standards for light and heavy 
vehicles drove up the overall demand for platinum and 
balanced the decline in platinum demand from the jewellery
industry”

– Implats Investor Presentation, Sept. 2006

“Stainless steel production accounts for more than 90% of 
ferrochrome consumption and is the primary influencer of 
world chrome demand. An average growth trend of 4% per 
annum has characterised stainless steel production for four 
decades, with the trend approaching 6% over the last six 
years.”

– Department of Minerals and Energy, 2005

Source: Department of Minerals and Energy: South Africa’s Mineral Industry 2004/2005; Implats
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Prices have been volatile, but on the whole have followed an upward trend over the past five 
years

Nominal vanadium2 price (40 000 lb. lots – FOB 
North America): Jan 2000-Sep 2005

Nominal chrome1 price:
Jan 2000-Sep 2005

Nominal platinum price (London platinum and 
palladium market): Jan 2000-Sep 2005 
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Selected sector: Mining
Target markets – Prices 
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“The forecast for 2006 is a platinum price in 
the range $950Troy/Oz - $1,040 Troy/Oz 
and high platinum prices may well 
accelerate palladium substitution in auto 
catalysts”

– Deutsche Bank
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SekhukhuneSelected sector: Mining
Target markets – Outlook

Note:  1Ferrous Metals include both chrome and vanadium 
Source: Department of Minerals and Energy: South Africa’s Mineral Industry 2004/2005

Going forward, the outlook for resources mined in Sekhukhune is positive
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Sekhukhune

Barrier / constraint Potential solution
Basic infrastructure and services

� Shortage of water and electricity

� Lack of housing for the mine workers

� Joint Development Forum to identify key infrastructure- and 
service-related barriers

� Form public private partnerships (PPPs) to fund projects and 
housing construction

� Lobby key government departments (e.g., DWAF) for support

� Provide incentives (e.g., lower corporate taxes for mining 
companies improving basic services)

Lack of skilled workers

� Nearly half of the adult population lacks any kind of education

� Deficiency in experienced machine operators, engineers and 
managers

� As a consequence many mining companies “import” qualified 
workers

� Private training initiatives by companies like Xstrata and the 
development of a district Mining Academy are positive 
responses to this need

� The Mining Academy needs to be fully implemented

� Provide support to mining companies who recruit and train 
local workers (e.g., funded learnerships)

Lack of public awareness of opportunities

� There are opportunities for business development associated 
with the mining sector that local people are not taking 
advantage of due to a lack of information and support (e.g., 
catering, cleaning, construction, etc.)

� A process needs to be put in place whereby direct and 
indirect employment opportunities associated with mining are 
identified and communicated to the public

� The GSDM should work with the mining houses to identify 
these opportunities, and then support the development of 
local businesses to take advantage of them

HIV and AIDS

� Although Sekhukhune has lower infection rates than the rest 
of SA, the HIV and AIDS prevalence among mine workers is 
very high

� Create a targeted HIV and AIDS awareness campaign

� Partner with mines to build health clinics

Selected sector: Mining
Barriers and potential solutions

Source: Interviews; Monitor analysis 



Copyright © 2006 Monitor Company Group, L.P. — Confidential — JOHUUP-WRD-Sekhukhune Profile-301106-IS 66

Nodal Economic Profiling Project 
Business Trust and dplg, 2007

Sekhukhune

Source: Interviews; Mail & Guardian, Burgersfort to become SA’s platinum capital, 27 Sept 2006; Monitor analysis 

Selected sector: Mining
Summary – Potential for mining

The potential for mining lies both in direct job opportunities and in the employment multiplier 
that can be achieved from building businesses up and down the value chain

Employment opportunities across the mining value chain

Inputs Inputs Inputs Extraction Extraction Extraction Processing Processing Processing 

z Mining-oriented
SMMEs
– Food and beverage 

sales, catering
– Cleaning services
– Security services
– Retail businesses
– Financial services

z Construction / housing
z Equipment sales and 

maintenance
z Electricity and 

infrastructure projects

z Eleven new mines 
expected to be 
developed in the near 
future

z Mostly platinum and 
chrome mines situated 
around Burgersfort

z Estimated to create   
17,000 direct jobs

z Processing of the ore 
through milling, 
flotation and smelting 

z Refining

z Manufacturing

z Stone processing

z Transport-related 
businesses

z New smelter will create 
1,200 jobs

Given planned mining developments and the range of supporting businesses that could be linked to 
the industry, it is reasonable to expect that the mining sector could create between 30,000 and 

40,000 new direct and indirect jobs
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SekhukhuneSelected sector: Mining
Key contacts

NameName Position /Position /
organisationorganisation Reason to contactReason to contact

Joe Mashaba Xstrata Alloys � Major mining company present in Sekhukhune

� Planning two new mines and investments of about R5.35 billion

� Involved in the Joint Development Forum which includes 
Sekhukhune DM and several mining companies 

Freddy Chaba Head of Mining 
Investment, Trade 
and Investment 
Limpopo

� Involved in investments in mining in Limpopo

� Key person to involve for discussions around beneficiation and 
opportunities for SMMEs along the mining value chain

Walter Phala Joint Development 
Forum

� Forum founded to address opportunities and constraints in the 
mining sector



Copyright © 2006 Monitor Company Group, L.P. — Confidential — JOHUUP-WRD-Sekhukhune Profile-301106-IS 68

Nodal Economic Profiling Project 
Business Trust and dplg, 2007

Sekhukhune

Sekhukhune poverty node

� Description of current value chain
� Growth constraints and solutions

� Potential for sector

z Research process

z Overview

z Economy

– Overview

– Selected sector: Mining

– Selected sector: Agriculture

– Selected sector: Tourism

z Investment opportunities

z Summary

z Appendix
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SekhukhuneSelected sector: Agriculture
Summary

z Though the sector makes a relatively small contribution to nodal GDP and its recent 
growth has been weak, agriculture is a critical source of employment for the people of
Sekhukhune
– Agriculture was estimated to account for 2.4% of nodal GDP in 2004, declining from 

3.4% of GDP in 1999
– Based on the 2001 Census, the sector is the second largest source of employment, 

accounting for over 16% of all jobs held by nodal residents (11,300+ jobs)
z A variety of products are produced in the area, including citrus fruit, table grapes, 

vegetables, maize, wheat, cotton and livestock
z Agriculture in Sekhukhune is characterised by two different sub-sectors driven by two 

different populations
– There is a large-scale, white-farmer dominated commercial agriculture cluster 

around Groblersdal and Marble Hall that has access to costly inputs, and mass-
produces goods for local, national, and in some cases, international markets

– There are small-scale subsistence and emerging black farmer operations dispersed
throughout the district characterised by low levels of production and informal sale of 
goods to the local population

z The challenge for the district is to raise the potential of emerging farmers closer to that 
of the established commercial farmers
– In addition to addressing water shortages, this will require interventions in the areas 

of training and access to inputs and markets

Source: Quantec; Stats SA Census 2001
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SekhukhuneSelected sector: Agriculture
Overview of the agricultural sector

z Abundance of low cost
labour

z Fertile soils across various 
locations

z Long growing season and 
high crop yield potential in 
the eastern region

z Rivers and dams (Loskop, 
Flag Boshielo)

z Irrigation systems 
(predominantly around 
Marble Hall and
Groblersdal)

z Tompi Seleka College of 
Agriculture

What do they rely on?What do they rely on?What do they rely on?

z Commercial farming 
cluster around Marble 
Hall and Groblersdal
– Produce: citrus, 

grapes and 
vegetables 

– Crops: wheat, soya, 
maize and cotton

– Livestock: cattle, 
ostrich and poultry

z Widespread subsistence 
farming
– Maize, wheat, 

vegetables, fruit, 
cattle and goat

z Two large silos and 
three abattoirs 

What do they do / 
produce?

What do they do / What do they do / 
produce?produce?

z Seventy per cent of 
farming activity is for 
subsistence purposes

z The majority of 
commercial produce is 
sold locally or to nearby 
major markets of 
Johannesburg, Pretoria, 
Polokwane and 
Nelspruit

z Citrus fruits and table 
grapes exported

– European Union 
(EU) is the largest 
export market

Who do they serve / 
target / sell to?

Who do they serve / Who do they serve / 
target / sell to?target / sell to?

Target marketsTarget marketsProductionProductionInputInput

Source: Greater Sekhukhune LED (Urban-Econ 2003); Monitor interviews
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SekhukhuneSelected sector: Agriculture
Input – Soil and climate

Sekhukhune has substantial availability of arable land; however, a hot and dry climate limits 
the extent of agricultural production in the area

Climatic conditions

� The average rainfall per annum varies across 
the node 
– 400-600 mm in the north and north-west
– 600-800 mm in the south
– Up to 1,200 mm in the east 

� Temperatures follow rainfall patterns with higher 
values in the northern part of the node 

� The average rainfall per annum varies across 
the node 
– 400-600 mm in the north and north-west
– 600-800 mm in the south
– Up to 1,200 mm in the east 

� Temperatures follow rainfall patterns with higher 
values in the northern part of the node 

Source: Greater Sekhukhune District Municipality 2025 Development Strategy (2005/2006); Greater Sekhukhune DM  

� Northern and north-west areas: 

– Short growing season and dry matter 
potential of 4-6 tonnes / ha

� Middle, south and south-western areas: 

– Growing season of 150-200 days and dry 
matter potential of 6-8 tonnes / hectare

� Eastern areas: 

– Growing season of up to 225 days and dry 
matter potential of 10-12 tonnes / ha

� Northern and north-west areas: 

– Short growing season and dry matter 
potential of 4-6 tonnes / ha

� Middle, south and south-western areas: 

– Growing season of 150-200 days and dry 
matter potential of 6-8 tonnes / hectare

� Eastern areas: 

– Growing season of up to 225 days and dry 
matter potential of 10-12 tonnes / ha

Soil quality map

Yield potential

Good arable soils 

Marginal soils 
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SekhukhuneSelected sector: Agriculture
Input – Irrigation

The scarcity of water in the area makes costly irrigation infrastructure a necessity for high 
quality, high output farming 

Note: 1Loskop Valley includes Marble Hall and Groblersdal and is the main area for commercial farming 
Source: Greater Sekhukhune District Municipality 2025 Development Strategy (2005/2006); Limpopo Growth and Development Forum; Greater 

Sekhukhune DM; www.southafrica.info  

� Loskop1 Scheme: 17,116 ha 

– Uses the Loskop Dam and feeds 666 units with a 
25.7 ha allocation

� Moosrivier Scheme: 110 ha 

� Hereford Scheme: 3,400 ha 

– Delivery on soils suitable for grape and citrus 
production

� Olifants River Scheme: 3,000 ha

– Uses the biggest river in Sekhukhune 
� Elands River Scheme: 3,000 ha for ten units

� Selons River Scheme: 300 ha for six units suitable for 
citrus, cotton, tobacco and wheat

� Sekhukhune has in total 10 dams supplying the 
irrigation schemes with water

� In 2004, the government approved the R3 billion 
Olifants River Water Project including the De Hoop 
Dam (planned to start supplying water in 2009)

� Loskop1 Scheme: 17,116 ha 

– Uses the Loskop Dam and feeds 666 units with a 
25.7 ha allocation

� Moosrivier Scheme: 110 ha 

� Hereford Scheme: 3,400 ha 

– Delivery on soils suitable for grape and citrus 
production

� Olifants River Scheme: 3,000 ha

– Uses the biggest river in Sekhukhune 

� Elands River Scheme: 3,000 ha for ten units
� Selons River Scheme: 300 ha for six units suitable for 

citrus, cotton, tobacco and wheat

� Sekhukhune has in total 10 dams supplying the 
irrigation schemes with water

� In 2004, the government approved the R3 billion 
Olifants River Water Project including the De Hoop 
Dam (planned to start supplying water in 2009)

Irrigation schemes
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Currently ,only a 
small portion of arable 

land is irrigated; 
commercial farming is 

dependent on the 
development of 

irrigation channels
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Subsistent Farmers Commerical Farmers

Selected sector: Agriculture
Input – Skills

While the node has an established commercial farmer population, it is estimated that 70% of 
farmers in Sekhukhune are subsistence farmers – many of whom lack the skills required to 
reach their potential 

Type of farmers: Sekhukhune 2003 Tompi Seleka College of Agriculture

� College farm of 1,470 ha funded by the Limpopo 
provincial government 

� Offers three national diplomas, each of which require 
three years of study

– Plant production

– Resource utilisation

– Animal production 

� All diplomas are offered in co-operation with
Technikon Pretoria

� Target for the 2006 / 2007 academic year includes

– Training of a total of 1,500 farmers from 
Sekhukhune, Waterberg and Capricorn district 
municipalities 

– A total of 200 projects including irrigation and 
breeding techniques

� College farm of 1,470 ha funded by the Limpopo 
provincial government 

� Offers three national diplomas, each of which require 
three years of study

– Plant production

– Resource utilisation

– Animal production 

� All diplomas are offered in co-operation with
Technikon Pretoria

� Target for the 2006 / 2007 academic year includes

– Training of a total of 1,500 farmers from 
Sekhukhune, Waterberg and Capricorn district 
municipalities 

– A total of 200 projects including irrigation and 
breeding techniques

Source: Greater Sekhukhune LED (Urban-Econ 2003); Department of Agriculture; Limpopo Growth and Development Forum

T
yp

e 
of

 F
ar

m
er

s



Copyright © 2006 Monitor Company Group, L.P. — Confidential — JOHUUP-WRD-Sekhukhune Profile-301106-IS 74

Nodal Economic Profiling Project 
Business Trust and dplg, 2007

SekhukhuneSelected sector: Agriculture
Production – Types of products 

z Maize
z Wheat 
z Tobacco 
z Cotton
z Sunflower
z Soya beans

Field crops Field crops Field crops 

z Citrus fruit

z Vegetables

z Nuts

z Table grapes

z Peas

Produce Produce Produce 

z Cattle

z Ostrich

z Sheep

z Poultry

Livestock Livestock Livestock Other agricultural 
activities 

Other agricultural Other agricultural 
activities activities 

The types of products grown in the area vary between subsistence and commercial farmers, 
with the latter relying on irrigation to produce a variety of cash crops 

Source: Greater Sekhukhune LED (Urban-Econ 2003)

z Cattle
z Goats

Commercial farming 

Subsistence farming 

z Maize 
z Wheat

z Vegetables 

z Game farms

z Fish breeding

z Crocodile farms
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Production – Centres of production  

Commercial production is centred around the fertile Loskop Valley in the south-western 
portion of the district

Makhuduthamaga

Tubatse

Fetakgomo

Steelpoort

Burgersfort

Marble 
Hall LM

Groblersdal LM

Groblersdal

Marble 
Hall

Marble HallMarble HallMarble Hall

FetakgomoFetakgomoFetakgomo

� 55 farms

� Maize, wheat, vegetables, 
cattle and goat

� 55 farms

� Maize, wheat, vegetables, 
cattle and goat

MakhuduthamagaMakhuduthamagaMakhuduthamaga

TubatseTubatseTubatse

� 976 farms 
� Commercial farming of maize, 

wheat, cotton, tobacco, 
grapes, citrus, vegetables, 
game, sheep and goats

� Subsistence farming of maize 
and wheat

� 976 farms 
� Commercial farming of maize, 

wheat, cotton, tobacco, 
grapes, citrus, vegetables, 
game, sheep and goats

� Subsistence farming of maize 
and wheat

GroblersdalGroblersdalGroblersdal

Predominantly commercial 
farming areas 
Predominantly subsistence 
farming areas 

� 146 farms

� Maize, tobacco, cotton, 
sunflower, citrus fruits, grapes, 
vegetables, soya beans and 
peas

� 146 farms

� Maize, tobacco, cotton, 
sunflower, citrus fruits, grapes, 
vegetables, soya beans and 
peas

� 264 farms

� Maize, wheat and vegetables

� 264 farms

� Maize, wheat and vegetables

� 225 farms

� Maize, tobacco, cotton, sunflower, 
citrus fruits, vegetables, grapes,
soya beans and peas 

� 225 farms

� Maize, tobacco, cotton, sunflower, 
citrus fruits, vegetables, grapes,
soya beans and peas 

Source: Greater Sekhukhune LED (Urban-Econ 2003); www.agis.agric.za

Loskop Valley

N11

Silo
Abattoir

Ohrigstad

Cotton Processing Plant
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SekhukhuneSelected sector: Agriculture
Production – Sekhukhune output

Production in the Loskop Valley has shifted towards citrus fruit, soya and vegetables, and 
moved away from maize, tobacco, and cotton

Crop 1996 Output 2006 Output Reason for             
increase / decrease

Citrus 4,500 ha 6,000 ha Global shortage 

Wheat 4,000 ha 5,000 ha Convenient winter crop

Cotton 6,000 ha 4,500 ha Price has declined more than 50% 
over the last two years

Soya Beans 2,500 ha 4,200 ha Alternative to maize

Peas N/A 3,200 ha N/A

Table grapes 2,500 ha 2,800 ha Increasing demand form the 
European market

Commercial vegetables N/A 1,800 ha High margins

Tobacco 6,000 ha 1,520 ha Industry collapsed due to chlorine 
contamination 

Commercial maize 4,000 ha 900 ha 

General trend with decreasing 
plant areas together with 

decreasing commodity prices have 
pushed down production area

Seed maize 2,000 ha 0 No demand 

Source: Greater Sekhukhune District Municipality 2025 Development Strategy (2005/2006); Monitor analysis 

Loskop Valley Production estimates: 1996-2006
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SekhukhuneSelected sector: Agriculture
Production – South Africa output 

A similar production shift has occurred on a national level, with citrus fruits enjoying strong 
growth, and tobacco and cotton declining

Source: Department of Agriculture: Abstract of Agricultural Statistics, 2005

Total SA production 
2004 (000 tonnes) 197 9,705 128 1,682 29 1,547 153

National production growth rates for major crops grown          
in Sekhukhune: 1999-2004 
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SekhukhuneSelected sector: Agriculture
Production – Contribution to nodal economy
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Source: Quantec; Greater Sekhukhune LED Strategy (Urban-Econ 2003) 

Agriculture as % of GGP in Local Municipalities: 20001Sekhukhune agriculture sector GDP 
(constant 2000 prices): 1995-2004
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Agriculture as 
% of nodal GDP 2.9% 3.3% 3.4% 2.7% 2.6% 2.4%

CAGR 1995-2004: 1.5%CAGR 1995-2004: 1.5%
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On the whole, the Sekhukhune agricultural sector has been experiencing low growth and 
has seen its share of nodal GDP fall over the last several years



Copyright © 2006 Monitor Company Group, L.P. — Confidential — JOHUUP-WRD-Sekhukhune Profile-301106-IS 79

Nodal Economic Profiling Project 
Business Trust and dplg, 2007

SekhukhuneSelected sector: Agriculture
Production – Contribution to employment 

As a result of low growth in the agricultural sector, fewer Sekhukhune residents are 
employed in agriculture today than compared to a decade ago

Note:   1Quantec estimates differ slightly from Stats SA 2001 estimates
Source: Quantec
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SekhukhuneSelected sector: Agriculture
Target markets – South Africa 

While the majority of agricultural production is for subsistence use or local sale, the 
Sekhukhune commercial farming sector sells to several nearby markets including 
Johannesburg and Pretoria

Sekhukhune 

Johannesburg

Polokwane

Pretoria Nelspruit

Cape Town

Kimberley

Port Elizabeth

Durban

Pietermaritzburg

East London

Bloemfontein
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Share of National Turnover 

Distribution of national fresh produce 
sales by major market: 2005 

Pretoria

Cape Town

Springs

Pietermaritzburg

Bloemfontein

Others1

Port Elizabeth

Note: 1The category “Others” includes Kimberley, Welkom, Klerksdorp, Vereeniging, Uitenhage, Witbank, Nelspruit, Polokwane, Mpumalanga, Kei and George
Source: Department of Agriculture

Major fresh produce markets
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Kei

George
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Source: Department of Agriculture: Citrus Profile 2003; Perishable Products Export Control Board, 2006 

In addition to being sold locally, grapes and citrus fruits are exported overseas, with the 
EU comprising the largest foreign market 

Selected sector: Agriculture
Target markets – International 
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Sekhukhune

On the whole, production and prices have been volatile for many products  
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Selected sector: Agriculture
Target markets – Industry conditions
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Sekhukhune

Barrier / constraint Potential solution
Water

� Water shortages throughout the district limit the scale of 
farming operations and raise input costs for farmers due to 
the need to install expensive irrigation systems

� It is currently estimated that 65,000 ha of developed land 
cannot be used due to water constraints

� Two proposed dam projects, the De Hoop Dam and the
Rooiport Dam, will increase water availability in the district

� Government could form PPPs with emerging farmer groups 
to build irrigation systems

Unfavourable industry trends

� South African farmers continue to face a number of 
challenges, including: high input costs, low commodity 
prices and increasing labour costs

� This has hurt the competitiveness of SA’s agricultural 
sector

� Explore niche opportunities that make economic sense 
given the challenges the sector is facing nationally

� For example: production for consumption by mining 
industry, diversification into products that are in high 
demand, value-added processing, etc.

Skills 

� A lack of technical and managerial skills are cited as the 
biggest constraints on the commercialisation of 
subsistence / emerging farmers

� Scale up the Tompi Seleka College of Agriculture facility, 
sponsor local emerging farmers to take training courses

� Develop a mentorship programme between commercial 
and emerging farmers, complete with incentives for the 
commercial farmers

Market access

� Emerging farmers face challenges in accessing markets

� This is mainly because they cannot grow a sufficient 
volume of high quality produce 

� In addition to training, a programme or organisation to bring 
together small-scale farmers to achieve greater volumes of 
output and share input and transport costs 

� The Sekhukhune Farms Development Trust is a good
organisation that provides this function for a small 
population of farmers, and could increase its impact with 
more financial support 

Selected sector: Agriculture
Barriers and potential solutions

Source: Greater Sekhukhune District Municipality 2025 Development Strategy; Greater Sekhukhune LED (Urban-Econ 2003); Interviews; Monitor analysis 
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Sekhukhune

Source:  Limpopo Growth and Development Summit; Interviews; Monitor analysis

Selected sector: Agriculture
Summary – Potential for agriculture

z Agriculture in both Sekhukhune and South Africa as a whole has faced significant 
challenges in recent years due to several factors, including high input costs, a strong
rand, low commodity prices and increasing labour costs

z However, despite negative trends, the fact of the matter is that agriculture is a critical 
sector for Sekhukhune in terms of food subsistence and employment; thus it is 
imperative that growth opportunities be aggressively pursued 

z The sector’s potential rests on two key outcomes:

– Inciting growth in the commercial sector through diversification into high demand, 
high margin products coupled with the establishment of local agri-processing 
industries

– Developing subsistence and emerging farmers into larger scale producers for 
commercial markets

z Given limited growth in the sector as a whole, the route to increased employment in 
agriculture should be through carefully examined niche opportunities 

– For example, an idea to amalgamate emerging farmers to grow soya beans to 
produce bio-diesel for sale to local mining operations would be expected to create 
approximately 1,300 jobs
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SekhukhuneSelected sector: Agriculture
Key contacts

NameName Position /Position /
organisationorganisation Reason to contactReason to contact

Nndwakhulu 
Mukhufhi

Manager, Bio-diesel 
Incubator Project 

z Key contact for the proposed bio-diesel project
z Scientific background and strong understanding of local 

agriculture sector and opportunities in the sector

M SJ Nowatha Sekhukhune District 
Manager, Limpopo 
Department of 
Agriculture

z Insights into all aspects of agriculture in the Sekhukhune 
DM

z Contacts at the local municipality level

Patrick Masha Manager, 
Sekhukhune Farms 
Development Trust 
(NGO)

z Has a deep understanding of the agricultural sector in 
the region

z The Trust focuses on developing emerging farmers and 
Patrick has several ideas for new projects, and also 
understands the constraints faced by the farmers
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Sekhukhune

Sekhukhune poverty node

� Description of current value chain

� Growth constraints and solutions

� Potential for sector

z Research process

z Overview

z Economy

– Overview

– Selected sector: Mining

– Selected sector: Agriculture

– Selected sector: Tourism

z Investment opportunities

z Summary

z Appendix
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SekhukhuneSelected sector: Tourism
Summary

z Tourism currently plays a marginal role in Sekhukhune’s economy

– In 2005, the sector generated approximately R93 million in turnover, which is equivalent to less 
than one percent of nodal GDP1, and accounted for less than 1,000 jobs

z Although the economic impact of tourism will always be dwarfed by that of the booming mining sector, 
the node has a number of natural endowments that suggest that this sector could hold considerable 
potential for future growth

– The south-western portions of the node, including Groblersdal and Marble Hall, are located within 
a two- to two-and-a-half-hour drive from Pretoria and Johannesburg, so that the lucrative Gauteng 
business and weekend holiday markets can be targeted

– The mining boom in Tubatse, and the large agri-business sector in Groblersdal and Marble Hall, 
have produced considerable business travel to the area

– The existing Loskop and Flag Boshielo dams and the soon-to-be constructed De Hoop Dam hold 
opportunities for the development of holiday properties and leisure estates

z The district has recently developed a robust tourism development strategy that has put forth an 
ambitious plan to ignite the sector through several large-scale anchor projects, although funding for 
these projects has yet to be mobilised

z In addition to the establishment of major attractions to draw people to the area, the node will have to 
increase tourist information and support services, address infrastructure deficiencies, and solicit 
greater marketing support from provincial and national tourism bodies in order to grow the number of 
visitors it receives

Note: 1Based on Tourism Strategy revenue estimates and Quantec GDP estimates
Source: Greater Sekhukhune District Tourism Development Strategy, 2005/2006; Quantec; Interviews
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Sekhukhune

� Proximity to Johannesburg 
and Pretoria

� Tubatse (Burgersfort) as a 
booming mining growth 
point

� Agri-business in
Groblersdal and Marble 
Hall

� Rivers, dams, caves, 
wildlife, scenic landscapes 
and nature reserves

� History of the Sekhukhune 
Empire and important 
archaeological sites

� The Sun Valley Tourism 
Association

What do they rely on?What do they rely on?What do they rely on?

� Eighty accommodation facilities

– Game lodges

– Hotels

– Guest houses

� Conference centres

� Total of 2,627 beds with a 
district average annual 
occupancy rate of 62%

� Estimated total annual turnover 
of R93.2 million

� Employment for approximately 
2,866 people (962 direct jobs / 
1,904 indirect jobs)

What do they do / 
produce?

What do they do / What do they do / 
produce?produce?

Who do they serve / 
target / sell to?

Who do they serve / Who do they serve / 
target / sell to?target / sell to?

Target marketsTarget marketsProductionProductionInputInput

� Domestic business travellers 
estimated to account for 
90% of visitors to the district

– Conferences from 
businesses and 
government from 
Pretoria and 
Johannesburg

– Mining-related business
travellers

– Agriculture-related 
business travellers

� Gauteng weekend holiday 
tourists

� Hunters

� Little international tourist 
traffic

Selected sector: Tourism
Overview
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Sekhukhune

Pretoria, Johannesburg

Polokwane

Makhuduthamaga
LM

Tubatse 
LM

Fetakgomo
LM

Steelpoort

Burgersfort

Ohrigstad

Greater 
Marble Hall 

LM

Greater
Groblersdal

LMGroblersdal

N11

R555

R37

Selected sector: Tourism
Inputs – Tourism inputs by Local Municipality

Source: Glen Steyn; Greater Sekhukhune District Tourism Development Strategy Status Quo Report, October 2005; Interviews, Sekhukhune DM website 

TubatseTubatseTubatse

	 Large and growing mining 
sector has created solid 
demand for 
accommodation and 
restaurant facilities for 
business travellers

	 The Echo Caves: a popular 
natural attraction located 
along a tourist road to 
Kruger Park

	 Tsate: the seat of the 
former Sekhukhune Empire 
and premier heritage site

	 Klein Drakensberg 
Escarpment and several 
rivers

	 Large and growing mining 
sector has created solid 
demand for 
accommodation and 
restaurant facilities for 
business travellers

	 The Echo Caves: a popular 
natural attraction located 
along a tourist road to 
Kruger Park

	 Tsate: the seat of the 
former Sekhukhune Empire 
and premier heritage site

	 Klein Drakensberg 
Escarpment and several 
rivers

Marble HallMarble HallMarble Hall

	 Proximity to 
Johannesburg and 
Pretoria

	 Agri-business

	 Schuinsdraai Nature 
Reserve and Flag
Boshielo Dam

	 Ndebele culture

	 Small airfield

	 Proximity to 
Johannesburg and 
Pretoria

	 Agri-business

	 Schuinsdraai Nature 
Reserve and Flag
Boshielo Dam

	 Ndebele culture

	 Small airfield

Marble Hall

GroblersdalGroblersdalGroblersdal

	 Proximity to Johannesburg and 
Pretoria

	 Agri-business

	 Loskop Valley and Loskop Dam

	 Mapoch Caves

	 Planned construction of De 
Hoop Dam

	 Ndebele culture

	 Proximity to Johannesburg and 
Pretoria

	 Agri-business

	 Loskop Valley and Loskop Dam

	 Mapoch Caves

	 Planned construction of De 
Hoop Dam

	 Ndebele culture

Makhuduthamaga and
Fetakgomo

MakhuduthamagaMakhuduthamaga andand
FetakgomoFetakgomo

	 Contain a series of 
ecological assets, including:
– Leolo Mountains
– Olifants and Lepelle

Rivers
– Maphanama Caves

	 Bapedi culture and historical 
sites

	 Contain a series of 
ecological assets, including:
– Leolo Mountains
– Olifants and Lepelle

Rivers
– Maphanama Caves

	 Bapedi culture and historical 
sites

The Marble Hall, Groblersdal and Tubatse local municipalities are best positioned for tourism 
growth 
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SekhukhuneSelected sector: Tourism
Inputs – Supporting institutions

Roossenekal Tourism Publicity 
Tourism Association

Roossenekal Tourism Publicity 
Tourism Association

Sekhukhune Section of DEAT 
Tourism Directorate

Sekhukhune Section of DEAT 
Tourism Directorate

� Small community tourism 
association situated in Roossenekal
in the Groblersdal LM

� Markets various tourism businesses 
and stages activities such as the 
Arum Lily Festival

� Small community tourism 
association situated in Roossenekal
in the Groblersdal LM

� Markets various tourism businesses 
and stages activities such as the 
Arum Lily Festival

LimDev (Limpopo Economic 
Development Enterprise)

LimDev (Limpopo Economic 
Development Enterprise)Limpopo Tourism and Parks BoardLimpopo Tourism and Parks Board

� Main government institution 
supporting tourism in the node

� Has created a Sekhukhune Tourism 
Forum and a tourism database

� Has one staff member situated in
Lebowakgomo (outside of the 
District)

� Main government institution 
supporting tourism in the node

� Has created a Sekhukhune Tourism 
Forum and a tourism database

� Has one staff member situated in
Lebowakgomo (outside of the 
District)

� Offers several services that district 
tourism business can take 
advantage of, including SMME 
loans and strategic project 
investments

� It is interested in developing and 
potentially investing in tourism 
projects in the district 
(approximately one project per year)

� Offers several services that district 
tourism business can take 
advantage of, including SMME 
loans and strategic project 
investments

� It is interested in developing and 
potentially investing in tourism 
projects in the district 
(approximately one project per year)

� Responsible for overall marketing of 
the province for tourism

� Activities in Sekhukhune are 
currently limited to the management 
of three nature reserves

� Does not include the Sekhukhune 
DM on its website

� Responsible for overall marketing of 
the province for tourism

� Activities in Sekhukhune are 
currently limited to the management 
of three nature reserves

� Does not include the Sekhukhune 
DM on its website

� Was originally created to serve 
Marble Hall, but effectively is the 
main tourism institution for the 
entire district 

� Engages in tourism marketing 
and product development

� Participates in LED forums and 
assists in identifying projects to 
include in IDP documents

� Maintains a database of 
accommodation facilities and 
organises holidays, conferences, 
tours and other events in the area

� Is funded by the Marble Hall LM, 
and employs three full-time and 
one part-time staff

� Was originally created to serve 
Marble Hall, but effectively is the 
main tourism institution for the 
entire district 

� Engages in tourism marketing 
and product development

� Participates in LED forums and 
assists in identifying projects to 
include in IDP documents

� Maintains a database of 
accommodation facilities and 
organises holidays, conferences, 
tours and other events in the area

� Is funded by the Marble Hall LM, 
and employs three full-time and 
one part-time staff

Sekhukhune has one main institution serving the tourism sector, Sun Valley Tourism, which 
receives varying degrees of support from provincial and national tourism bodies

Source: Glen Steyn, Greater Sekhukhune District Tourism Development Strategy Status Quo Report, October 2005; Agency websites
DEAT: Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism
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The node has 80 accommodation facilities offering a total of 2,627 beds; Tubatse, which has 
strong business traveller demand from the local mining sector, accounts for half of all 
available beds

Number of accommodation facilities: 2005
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Selected sector: Tourism
Production – Accommodation

Source: Glen Steyn; Greater Sekhukhune District Tourism Development Strategy Status Quo Report, October 2005 

1,278

677

577

2,627

75 20

0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

3000

Tubatse Marble Hall Groblersdal Makhudutamaga Fetakgomo Sekhukhune DM

Number of Beds: 2005

N
um

be
r o

f B
ed

s



Copyright © 2006 Monitor Company Group, L.P. — Confidential — JOHUUP-WRD-Sekhukhune Profile-301106-IS 92

Nodal Economic Profiling Project 
Business Trust and dplg, 2007

SekhukhuneSelected sector: Tourism
Production – Major attractions / products

GroblersdalGroblersdalGroblersdal

	 Several guest houses 
serving business and 
weekend travellers

	 Loskop Aventura Resort

	 Zithabiseni Resort and 
Conference Centre

	 Game farms / hunting 
excursions

	 Caravan parks and 
campsites

	 Several guest houses 
serving business and 
weekend travellers

	 Loskop Aventura Resort

	 Zithabiseni Resort and 
Conference Centre

	 Game farms / hunting 
excursions

	 Caravan parks and 
campsites

Pretoria, Johannesburg

Polokwane

Makhuduthamaga
LM

Tubatse 
LM

Fetakgomo
LM

Steelpoort

Burgersfort

Ohrigstad

Greater 
Marble Hall 

LM

Greater
Groblersdal

LM
Groblersdal

N11

R555

R37

Marble Hall

Marble HallMarble HallMarble Hall

	 Several guest houses serving 
business and weekend
travellers

	 Established game lodges with 
conference facilities 
(Bushfellow’s and Eagle’s 
Flight)

	 Caravan parks and campsites

	 Golf course

	 Schuinsdraai nature reserve 
and game farms

	 Several guest houses serving 
business and weekend
travellers

	 Established game lodges with 
conference facilities 
(Bushfellow’s and Eagle’s 
Flight)

	 Caravan parks and campsites

	 Golf course

	 Schuinsdraai nature reserve 
and game farms

Source: Glen Steyn; Greater Sekhukhune District Tourism Development Strategy Status Quo Report, October 2005; Interviews; Sekhukhune DM website 

MakhuduthamagaMakhuduthamagaMakhuduthamaga

	 A few basic 
accommodation 
facilities

	 Gamo Mo Cultural 
Resort: cultural village 
with accommodation

	 A few basic 
accommodation 
facilities

	 Gamo Mo Cultural 
Resort: cultural village 
with accommodation

FetakgomoFetakgomoFetakgomo

	 No overnight facilities

	 Small exhibition centre, 
and picnic site at the 
Potlake Nature Reserve

	 No overnight facilities

	 Small exhibition centre, 
and picnic site at the 
Potlake Nature Reserve

TubatseTubatseTubatse

	 Several hotels and guest 
houses catering to mining 
sector

	 Gethlane Lodge: Time 
share resort and 
conference centre; largest 
facility in the district

	 Megapa Lodge: popular 
conference venue and 
weekend holiday game 
lodge

	 Echo Caves: Most popular 
attraction in district, 
attracting 15,000 visitors 
each year; cave tours and 
modest accommodation

	 Several hotels and guest 
houses catering to mining 
sector

	 Gethlane Lodge: Time 
share resort and 
conference centre; largest 
facility in the district

	 Megapa Lodge: popular 
conference venue and 
weekend holiday game 
lodge

	 Echo Caves: Most popular 
attraction in district, 
attracting 15,000 visitors 
each year; cave tours and 
modest accommodation

Tubatse and the south-west corner of the GSDM contain a number of quality lodges, 
although the area as a whole lacks a major attraction
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SekhukhuneSelected sector: Tourism
Production – Tourism routes

The district has recently established the Kamoka Open Africa Route, which could be linked 
with the existing African Ivory and Cultural Heartland routes and the planned Great Limpopo 
Route

� Established as a district LED 
project in 2005 with funding 
from Engen

� Route takes tourists through the 
former KwaNdebele homeland 
and includes Moloto,
Kwamhlanga, Siyabuswa, 
Marble Hall, Groblersdal,
Stoffberg, Roossenekal and 
other small towns and villages

� Encompasses several natural 
and cultural attractions and is 
linked with most major 
accommodation facilities in the 
area

� Developed by Limpopo Tourism 
and Parks

� A route of 1,000 km through 
remote wilderness areas across 
Limpopo (does not currently 
include locations in 
Sekhukhune)

� Targets price-sensitive 
adventure tourists

� Includes 12 camps comprising 
traditional huts and luxury or 
dome tents with communal 
kitchen facilities

� Two tour operators currently 
offer packaged trips along the 
route

� Developed by the Mpumalanga 
Tourism Authority

� Includes the towns of Witbank,
Middelburg, Siyabuswa,
Groblersdal, Marble Hall and
Roossenekal (the latter three 
make up the portion of 
Sekhukhune that was once part 
of Mpumalanga)

� Offers a mix of cultural, 
historical, and eco-tourism 
destinations

Source: Sun Valley Tourism; Route websites

Kamoka Route
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Sekhukhune

With an average annual occupancy rate of 62% vs a national average of 69%, facilities in 
the node have a reasonable level of existing demand to build off of

Note:   1Rate not available for Fetakgomo Local Municipality
Source: Glen Steyn; Greater Sekhukhune District Tourism Development Strategy Status Quo Report, October 2005; Deloitte Hospitality Survey for 2005

Selected sector: Tourism
Production – Occupancy
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The local mining boom has placed Tubatse ahead 
of the other local municipalities in terms of 
occupancy rates
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Sekhukhune

In total, the tourism sector generates an estimated R93.2 million annually and directly 
employs 962 workers; over 50% of tourism revenues stem from the Tubatse LM
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Estimated turnover: 2005

Selected sector: Tourism
Production – Revenue and employment
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Source: Glen Steyn; Greater Sekhukhune District Tourism Development Strategy Status Quo Report, October 2005 
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Sekhukhune

The vast majority of visitors to Sekhukhune are domestic business travellers and weekend 
holiday tourists; these segments will continue to hold the greatest future potential for the 
node

Selected sector: Tourism
Target markets – Domestic

Source: Glen Steyn; Greater Sekhukhune District Tourism Development Strategy Status Quo Report, October 2005 

Business travellersBusiness travellersBusiness travellers

z Estimated to account for 90% of visitors 
to Sekhukhune

z Several sub-segments, including

– Mining-related business travellers 
concentrated in Tubatse (Steelpoort 
and Burgersfort)

– Agricultural-related business travellers 
concentrated in Marble Hall and
Groblersdal

– Business and government meeting 
and conference attendees

z Estimated to account for 90% of visitors 
to Sekhukhune

z Several sub-segments, including

– Mining-related business travellers 
concentrated in Tubatse (Steelpoort 
and Burgersfort)

– Agricultural-related business travellers 
concentrated in Marble Hall and
Groblersdal

– Business and government meeting 
and conference attendees

Leisure touristsLeisure touristsLeisure tourists

z This segment comprises largely Gauteng 
weekend holiday tourists visiting game 
lodges and resorts

z The node also draws hunters to game 
farms in Tubatse, Marble Hall and
Groblersdal during the winter season

z Finally, the area draws some educational 
and ecotourists to the Cilabi Ostrich Farm 
and the Schuinsdraai and Potlake Nature 
Reserves

z This segment comprises largely Gauteng 
weekend holiday tourists visiting game 
lodges and resorts

z The node also draws hunters to game 
farms in Tubatse, Marble Hall and
Groblersdal during the winter season

z Finally, the area draws some educational 
and ecotourists to the Cilabi Ostrich Farm 
and the Schuinsdraai and Potlake Nature 
Reserves

Given its proximity to Pretoria and Johannesburg and the presence of existing conference 
facilities and lodges, there is considerable opportunity to increase domestic business and 

leisure travel to the node. This should be the core focus of ongoing marketing efforts.
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Sekhukhune

The node sees few international tourists; most foreigners visiting Limpopo tend to be from 
neighbouring African countries or come to visit Kruger Park

Selected sector: Tourism
Target markets – International

Source: South Africa Tourism, Quarterly Limpopo Report, Q4 2004; South Africa Tourism, Annual Report, 2005
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SekhukhuneSelected sector: Tourism
Barriers and potential solutions

Barrier / constraint Potential solution

Lack of tourist information and support services


 Currently, only Marble Hall has a quality tourism bureau 
providing information services (although it is located off 
the main road within the municipal offices, and thus is not 
readily accessible)


 The area as a whole has a marked lack of signage and 
information to guide tourists, leaving the perception that 
there is nothing to see or do in Sekhukhune


 Create a well-located district tourist information centre 
stocked with useful information and helpful staff


 Establish satellite tourist information booths at strategic 
locations throughout the area


 Build large signboards with maps to identify 
accommodation and attractions in the area and place at 
entrances to towns


 Add and improve road signage 

Absence of a major attraction


 Sekhukhune has several established lodges and guest 
houses but lacks a major product to draw a significant 
volume of holiday tourists to the area


 A major draw card could firmly place Sekhukhune on 
established tourist routes to the Blyde River Canyon and 
Kruger Park, which would have spill-over benefits for 
other tourism businesses in the area


 A number of major tourism developments has been 
proposed, including a large accommodation and leisure 
development in the Schuinsdraai Nature Reserve (on 
the Flag Boshielo Dam) and a cultural centre in Marble 
Hall


 More detail of these projects is given in the Investment 
Opportunities section 

Source: Glen Steyn; Greater Sekhukhune District Tourism Development Strategy Status Quo Report, October 2005; Interviews 
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SekhukhuneSelected sector: Tourism
Barriers and potential solutions

Barrier / constraint Potential solution

Infrastructure: Roads


 The road network is not adequate to support tourism 
growth in the node


 N11 (main route linking Limpopo and Mpumalanga) is in 
poor condition


 R573 and R568 (core of Kamoka Tourism Route) are in 
poor condition and dangerous due to community 
livestock


 Access road to Tsate Heritage Site is not signposted or 
tarred


 Access roads to Gethlane Lodge (largest facility) and the 
Echo Caves (most popular attraction) are not tarred


 The district will need to work with the Department of 
Transport and other relevant stakeholders (including 
tourism industry participants) to prioritise improvements 
to the road network and initiate the required road 
projects

Infrastructure: Services


 Sekhukhune is a rural area characterised by large 
distances and dispersed settlements


 This, coupled with a legacy of poor service provision and 
a low tax base, means that opportunities in the tourism 
sector are constrained by inadequate or non-existent 
access to telecommunications, water and electricity


 Prioritise addressing services backlogs that are currently 
constraining tourism opportunities

Source: Glen Steyn; Greater Sekhukhune District Tourism Development Strategy Status Quo Report, October 2005; Interviews 
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Barriers and potential solutions

Barrier / constraint Potential solution

Weak support from local municipalities and 
provincial tourism authorities 


 With the exception of the Marble Hall LM, which funds 
the Sun Valley Tourism Association, local municipalities 
in Sekhukhune exhibit low commitment to tourism 
development


 Sekhukhune does not feature prominently on national 
and provincial tourism routes, and does not seem to 
receive any significant financial or marketing support 
from the Limpopo Tourism and Parks Board


 This could be because of the recent re-demarcation, 
which saw parts of Sekhukhune that would have 
previously fallen under the Mpumalanga Tourism 
Authority added to Limpopo 


 Create a strong tourism organisation responsible for the 
entire district that is funded by contributions from each 
of the local municipalities


 Given its strong track record and the fact that its 
activities currently spill over into other municipalities, 
one good option may be to increase funding to Marble 
Hall’s Sun Valley Tourism, and formally expand its 
responsibilities to include the entire district


 The Limpopo Tourism and Parks Board should increase 
its focus on the Sekhukhune area, and work with local 
tourism stakeholders to incorporate the district into 
provincial tourism initiatives


 Current provincial tourism routes (the African Ivory 
Route, the Mpumalanga Cultural Heartland, and the 
Great Limpopo Route) could be linked / co-marketed 
with Sekhukhune’s new Kamoka Route

Source: Glen Steyn; Greater Sekhukhune District Tourism Development Strategy Status Quo Report, October 2005; Interviews 
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Sekhukhune

Market Assumptions Formula Estimated current 
value

Estimated potential 
value in 

five years

Government 
institutions Mainly conference market Equivalent area 

experience
Minimal because of lack of 

facilities R5m

Business visitors
Natural growth of 10% given 
high local growth and lag in 
facility provision

Current value x 1.1 over 
five years R72m R118m

Foreign visitors Ability to attract 5% of foreign 
spend in Limpopo in five years Virtually none R80m

Educational market

Thirty-nine thousand children 
have parents who could afford 
two days at R120 each. Only 
half can be captured locally

39,000 x 240 / 2 R0.2m R4.7m

Local household 
market 

Eighty per cent of local market 
demand could be captured 
locally given the right facilities

80% of R86m R4m R69m

Gauteng holiday 
and weekend 
visitors

One per cent of 4% of GDP of 
Gauteng can be captured by 
Sekhukhune

1% of 4% of Gauteng GDP 
of R413,554m in 2003 R4m R165m

Total R93m R441m

Selected sector: Tourism
Summary – Potential for tourism

The Sekhukhune District Tourism Development Strategy suggests that the node has the 
potential to generate R441 million per year in tourism revenues vs the current R93 million

Source: Glen Steyn; Greater Sekhukhune District Tourism Development Strategy Status Quo Report, October 2005
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SekhukhuneSelected sector: Tourism 
Key contacts

NameName Position /Position /
organisationorganisation Reason to contactReason to contact

Alton Doller Head of Sun 
Valley Tourism

z Leading expert on tourism in the district

z Sun Valley Tourism maintains a large store of information 
on accommodation and activities in the area, and engages 
in both tourism marketing and product development

Du Toit Malan Tourism Project 
Manager, LimDev

z Key point of contact for investors interested in new tourism 
investment opportunities in Sekhukhune 

Glen Steyn Independent 
Consultant

z Authored the District Tourism Strategy

z Has identified a series of tourism projects
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Sekhukhune

Sekhukhune poverty node

z Research process

z Overview

z Economy

– Overview

– Selected sector: Mining

– Selected sector: Agriculture

– Selected sector: Tourism

z Investment opportunities

z Summary

z Appendix
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Summary of identified investment opportunities

MiningMiningMining

Opportunity Potential

“Potential” is a qualitative assessment of a given project’s attractiveness based on its employment 
potential and likelihood of success relative to other investment opportunities in the sector 
“Potential” is a qualitative assessment of a given project’s attractiveness based on its employment 
potential and likelihood of success relative to other investment opportunities in the sector 

= Low potential

= High potential

Various mining-
related business

Agriculture /
agri-business
Agriculture /Agriculture /

agriagri--businessbusiness

Opportunity Potential

TourismTourismTourism

Opportunity Potential

Flag Boshielo Dam 
development

Klein Drakensberg 
mountain resort

Tsate Heritage Site

Marble Hall Cultural 
Centre

Bio-diesel 
production

Vegetable 
processing plant

Tunnel production
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Mining sector support businesses

ConceptConcept Data and commentaryData and commentary

Description � The mining boom has created demand for several associated inputs and services, and 
this demand is likely to increase with anticipated future mining developments

� As a result, there are numerous opportunities to start businesses that provide inputs or 
services to the mining industry

� These could include, but are not limited to:
– Equipment / machinery sales, rentals and maintenance
– Staff training and / or recruiting  
– Contracting / housing development
– Building supplies
– Tailoring / uniforms
– Catering
– Accommodation
– Transportation
– Cleaning, security, etc.

Economic 
rationale

� Due to the mining boom, Burgersfort is growing at a rapid rate and there are already 
shortages in many of these services, particularly housing

� With 15 existing mines in the area and another 10-15 expected to be built in the next few 
years, a business targeting this industry could achieve significant scale

Employment � Will vary by business, but has large overall potential for job creation

Enabling 
conditions

� Public sector support required to secure local procurement agreements from the mines 
and to support SMME development (access to financing, training, etc.)

Mining-related SMMEs

Business plan formulation complete?

All funding in place?

Appropriate operational capacity available?

Mining-related businessesMiningMining--related businessesrelated businesses

MiningMiningMining Greenfield

Brownfield Public sector

Private sector

Funds Req’d

# of Jobs

Level of action 
required from Scale

Tubatse LMTubatse LMTubatse LM

x

Source: Interviews; Monitor analysis

?

?
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Bio-diesel production 

ConceptConcept Data and commentaryData and commentary

Description � Production of bio-diesel from soya beans and sunflowers supplied by emerging farmers 

� The mining companies in Sekhukhune, with their diesel-driven machinery, are the main target 
market

� In parallel with the bio-diesel production there are several business opportunities along the value 
chain (e.g. production of oil cakes for fertilisers or glycerol to be used for perfumes)

� In the first phase, a pilot plant producing 260 tonnes / annum will be constructed in Tompi Seleka
to prove the viability of the concept

� Entrepreneurs are seeking a mixture of grant and private funding for this first stage              
(total: R8 million)

� The second phase would ideally see a petrochemical company come on board to scale up the 
project

Economic 
rationale

� Soya beans and sunflowers have been identified as highly suitable crops for Sekhukhune 

� The demand for bio-fuels will increase with increasing fuel prices

� Local mining companies have expressed strong interest in the project

� Long-term contracts offering the mining companies a discounted price for diesel would provide a 
secure income stream for the farmers

Employment � When the large plant is fully operational, approximately 2,000 jobs will be created including        
1,300 farm workers, 60 workers at the plant (75% skilled workers) and several workers in 
supporting businesses, e.g. the transport sector

Enabling 
conditions

� In order to secure land for the soya bean and sunflower production, a costly process involving 
de-bushing and fertilisation has to be undertaken

� In areas with little rainfall, irrigation systems are required

Contact details Charles Schreiner, Project Manager: 082 770 8642

Inputs: Soya beans

Business plan formulation complete?

All funding in place?

Appropriate operational capacity available?

Bio-diesel productionBioBio--diesel productiondiesel production

Agriculture / miningAgriculture / miningAgriculture / mining Greenfield X

Brownfield Public sector

Private sector

Funds Req’d

# of Jobs

Level of action 
required from Scale

All around nodeAll around nodeAll around node

Source: Interviews
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Vegetable processing plant

ConceptConcept Data and commentaryData and commentary

Description � A concept of building a vegetable processing plant that would cut, wash and 
package vegetables produced by local emerging farmers

� The investment is envisioned as a partnership between a donor agency / 
government and the local farmers

� Farmers would have an equity stake in the plant, which would secure 
contracts to sell packaged produce to local and national retailers

� The Sekhukhune Farms Development Trust began breaking ground on the 
plant at a site in Groblersdal but has run out of funds

Economic rationale � Good margins on vegetable production

� Processing would create additional jobs

� Would bind small emerging farmers together to achieve the scale they need 
to access markets and purchase inputs

Employment � The plant would employ around ten people

Enabling conditions � The project has been funded with R1.4 million but requires additional 
funding of R1.6 million

� A cold freight truck is required at a cost of R500,000 

� Farmers will require training and assistance in achieving quality standards

Contact details Patrick Masha, Sekhukhune Farms Development Trust, 072 697 3388

Pack house and packaged 
vegetables 

Business plan formulation complete?

All funding in place?

Appropriate operational capacity available?

Vegetable processing plant Vegetable processing plant Vegetable processing plant 

AgricultureAgricultureAgriculture Greenfield

Brownfield x Public sector

Private sector

Funds Req’d

# of Jobs

Level of action 
required from Scale

GroblersdalGroblersdalGroblersdal

Source: Interviews

Appropriate operational capacity available?
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Tunnel production 

ConceptConcept Data and commentaryData and commentary

Description � The idea is to erect tunnels for year-round production of vegetables and fruit

� Irrigation and temperature control make it possible to produce even in regions with dry 
or cold climate

� The target market for the produce is the many mining companies in the region

� In parallel with producing for the mines, there are several opportunities for training of 
farmers

Economic rationale � Fruit and vegetable are currently produced seasonally, resulting in under-supply in out-
of-season periods 

� If year-round production of high quality products can be achieved, the mining companies 
would secure the supply of food and could lower transportation costs by buying locally 

� The mining sector in Sekhukhune is booming and the number of people employed in 
mining is expected to grow rapidly

Employment � Tunnel production is labour intensive and it is estimated that 18 people are required for 
a single production unit 

� Analysis done by Urban-Econ suggests four units in Sekhukhune and a total of 72 
people employed in the production itself

� With maintenance, storage and delivery included, the total number of jobs is estimated 
to be 100

Enabling conditions � The investment required for four production units is R1.5 million

� Improved infrastructure around storage and transportation

Contact details Greater Sekhukhune District Municipality; Urban-Econ Development Economist

Cabbage

Business plan formulation complete?

All funding in place?

Appropriate operational capacity available?

Tunnel productionTunnel productionTunnel production

AgricultureAgricultureAgriculture Greenfield

Brownfield x Public sector

Private sector

Funds Req’d

# of Jobs

Level of action 
required from Scale

All around nodeAll around nodeAll around node

Tunnel Production Unit

Source: Urban-Econ; Interviews; Pictures from www.chefcuisine.com and www.ipm.iastate.edu 
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Flag Boshielo Dam Development

ConceptConcept Data and commentaryData and commentary

Description � A series of projects culminating in a large-scale development around the Flag Boshielo Dam and the 9,000 ha
Schuinsdraai Nature Reserve

� Potential investment opportunities would include a golf estate, resort, development of luxury housing (timeshare or full 
ownership), a large conference facility, and a marine resort on the eastern end of the dam

� There is also potential to amalgamate game farms in the area to create a large Big 5 game reserve

� A project task team encompassing the Sekhukhune DM, the Marble Hall LM, DWAF, DEAT, Trade & Investment Limpopo 
(TIL), and LimDev has been formed and is seeking proposals from interested private investors

Economic rationale � Strong demand for vacation properties with golf and waterfront accessibility

� Would be situated approximately 1.5 hours from Pretoria and 2 hours from Johannesburg, making it attractive for 
residents of these major cities

� The dam and the surrounding unspoilt bushveld and rivers are very scenic, and the area has a warm climate year round 

� Would diversify the district tourism base away from business travellers and towards leisure segments (golf and game 
holidays, holiday home owners, etc.)

Employment � Employment estimates are not yet available but it is reasonable to assume that the construction and ongoing operation of 
the development will induce a significant employment boom for the area

Enabling conditions � A study is required to assess the feasibility of the golf estate, which is the critical piece of the whole project

� Community and relevant government departments must support the project

� Privately owned plots of land will have to be consolidated

� Investor(s) need to be located and a suitable developer / operator identified and appointed

Contact details Du Toit Malan, LimDev Tourism Project Manager: (014) 633-4700

Business plan formulation complete?

All funding in place?

Appropriate operational capacity available?

Flag Boshielo DevelopmentFlagFlag BoshieloBoshielo DevelopmentDevelopment

TourismTourismTourism Greenfield

Brownfield x Public sector

Private sector

Funds Req’d

# of Jobs

Level of action 
required from Scale

Near Marble HallNear Marble HallNear Marble Hall

Source: Sekhukhune DM Tourism Strategy Profile of Prioritised Projects, 2006; Interviews
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Mountain resort linked to Drakensberg escarpment cluster of projects

ConceptConcept Data and commentaryData and commentary

Description � The Sekhukhune District Tourism Development Strategy has identified a cluster of accommodation and eco-tourism related 
projects dispersed throughout the mountainous area on the eastern side of the district, the Potlake Nature Reserve and 
Olifants River in the north, and the mountains east of the R36 in the west

� It will encompass 30,000 to 50,000 ha of mountain area, and will be linked to the 60,000 ha Wolkberg Complex

� Planned projects include a mountain resort, a bush camp at the Farm Stellenbosch, expansion of lodging facilities at the 
Potlake Nature Reserve and Echo Caves, and the development of hiking, mountain biking and 4x4 trails 

� There is an opportunity for a private investor to develop the mountain resort, which could become a premier mountain holiday 
destination in South Africa

� It would be situated on the high ridge of the Klein Drakensberg and combine scenic views with outdoor activities

Economic 
rationale

� Given that the resort is identified by the district as the integral component of the cluster of projects, there is potential for a PPP 
or some form of government support

� The combination of the resort with other attractions in the area (the Echo Caves draw 15,000 visitors annually) would help 
secure strong tourist traffic

� Furthermore, it could draw from traffic to the Blyde River Canyon and Kruger Park

� The resort could also benefit from the booming mining sector in nearby Tubatse and Steelpoort

Employment � It is reasonable to estimate that the mountain resort would create 50 -100 jobs, but most importantly it could serve to ignite 
tourism in that portion of the district

Enabling 
conditions

� Given that the majority of the land is under communal ownership, communal support will have to be won (one suggestion is 
that the community receive 2% of turnover and 25% of shares in all operations) 

� Roads will have to be built / upgraded and trail networks established

Contact details Bongani Molefe, Sekhukhune DM LED Officer: 082 578 0215

Business plan formulation complete?

All funding in place?

Appropriate operational capacity available?

Mountain resortMountain resortMountain resort

TourismTourismTourism Greenfield x

Brownfield Public sector

Private sector

Funds Req’d

# of Jobs

Level of action 
required from Scale

East SekhukhuneEast SekhukhuneEast Sekhukhune

Source: Sekhukhune DM Tourism Strategy Profile of Prioritised Projects, 2006; Interviews
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Tsate Heritage Site

ConceptConcept Data and commentaryData and commentary

Description � Tsate, the original home of the Bapedi people and the royal residence of King Sekhukhune, is the most important historical 
site in the Sekhukhune District Municipality

� The Sekhukhune Tourism Development Strategy suggests that this site should be developed into the primary attraction in the 
district

� It is envisioned to include a dry stone reception centre, a military museum, a royal kgoro (home or palace) and village, a 72-
bed tented camp and restaurant facilities

� The cost for the restaurant and accommodation facility is estimated at R2.5 million 

� Activities would include historical tours and military re-enactments

� The Limpopo Department of Sports, Arts and Culture has created an initial proposal for the development and has funded the 
erection of a statue of King Sekhukhune and the employment of a heritage consultant

� R21 million of Lotto funding has recently been allocated to the project

Economic 
rationale

� Given that the rationale for the project is skewed towards its cultural and heritage value (rather than its economic value), it is 
more likely to be driven by the public sector (or donor agencies) rather than the private sector

� However, it is envisioned that the project would draw a significant volume of tourists to the area, and thus would contribute to
the growth of local tourism-related businesses

� It could also serve as a major drawcard for educational tourists / school groups

Employment � No estimates available

Enabling 
conditions

� Disagreement among various stakeholders on the way to proceed with the development is currently stalling the project

� Considerable archaeological research and site restoration is still required, both of which will require funding

� Extensive marketing of the site will be required, as current awareness is low

� The access road will need to be upgraded at an estimated cost of R7 million

Contact details Glen Steyn, author of tourism strategy book: (013) 261-3032

Business plan formulation complete?

All funding in place?

Appropriate operational capacity available?

Tsate Heritage SiteTsate Heritage SiteTsate Heritage Site

TourismTourismTourism Greenfield

Brownfield x Public sector

Private sector

Funds Req’d

# of Jobs

Level of action 
required from Scale

Ntswaneng
(Tubatse LM)
NtswanengNtswaneng
(Tubatse LM)(Tubatse LM)

Source: Glen Steyn. Greater Sekhukhune District Tourism Development Strategy: Summary, February 2006; Interviews
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Marble Hall Cultural Centre

ConceptConcept Data and commentaryData and commentary

Description � Sun Valley Tourism manager Alton Doller has a vision for a cultural centre inspired by the Polynesian Cultural Centre in Hawaii

� The centre would offer a mix of food, entertainment, shopping and other activities along cultural themes inspired by all of South 
Africa’s major cultural groups

� It would also house a conference facility and the main tourism information centre for the region

� It would be constructed on a block of land owned by the municipality located at the T-junction at the entrance of the town of 
Marble Hall

� There is a train station located across the street that could be revitalised to facilitate the transport of tourists from Johannesburg 
and Pretoria

� The investment would ideally be a PPP between the local municipality and a private investor

� The centre would be run by an experienced private operator, while the municipality would hold board positions

Economic 
rationale

� The construction of the centre is estimated to cost R18-20 million

� The proposed funding structure would be one-third grant, one-third loan, and one-third private capital

� If executed well, the centre could provide the major drawcard needed to kick-start tourism in the area

� It would be accessible as a day trip from Johannesburg or Pretoria, allowing it to target the lucrative Gauteng holiday market

� The centre could also be positioned to international tourists as a stop along the route to Kruger Park

Employment � Employment estimates are not yet available, but it is reasonable to assume that the construction and ongoing operation of the 
centre will induce a significant employment boom for the area

Enabling 
conditions

� Market research needs to be done to access support for the concept and determine its feasibility

� A private investor / operator needs to be attracted

� Grant funding and financing needs to be sourced

Contact details Alton Doller, Sun Valley Tourism: (013) 261 3032 / www.sunvalleytourism.co.za

Business plan formulation complete?

All funding in place?

Appropriate operational capacity available?

Cultural CentreCulturalCultural CentreCentre

TourismTourismTourism Greenfield x

Brownfield Public sector

Private sector

Funds Req’d

# of Jobs

Level of action 
required from Scale

Marble Hall TownMarble Hall TownMarble Hall Town

Source: Sun Valley Tourism, Development Plan of the Marble Hall Cultural and Tourism Centre, April 2006; Interviews 
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Legend

No additional 
contribution 

required

Opportunity highly 
endangered

Opportunity will 
fail if no additional 
assistance found

No intervention 
required

Local assistance 
required

Heavy / high-level 
intervention 

required

No additional jobs 
created

No funding 
required

<R100,000 
required

< R1 million 
required

< R10 million 
required

>R10 million 
required

Only idea exists
Some financial 
and operational 
aspects explore 

Detailed financial 
and operational 

plans

No funding / no 
investors currently 

committed

Half of all funding 
requirements 

committed

No funding 
requirements / all 
capital in place

No management / 
committed 

entrepreneur

Entrepreneurs / 
operators require 

assistance

All necessary 
expertise 
available

Business plan formulation complete?

All funding in place?

Appropriate operational capacity available?

Funds Req’d

# of Jobs

Scale

Public sector

Private sector

Level of action 
required from

Title, name of investment opportunity

Main sector or industry the 
opportunity is located in

Indicates whether this opportunity is 
based on current or previous operations 
(brownfield), or whether this opportunity 
requires building up a new business ‘from 
scratch’ (greenfield).

Bio Suisse Organic VegetablesBio Suisse Organic VegetablesBio Suisse Organic Vegetables

AgricultureAgricultureAgriculture Greenfield

Brownfield x20km from Vryheid20km from Vryheid20km from VryheidIntuitive description of geographic location

1-10 jobs created 10-50 jobs 
created

50-150 jobs 
created >150 jobs created
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Sekhukhune poverty node


 Understanding the node


 Potential sources of economic growth – Short term


 Potential sources of economic growth – Long term


 Assessment of current activities


 What needs to be done now?

z Research process

z Overview

z Economy

– Overview

– Selected sector: Agriculture

– Selected sector: Mining

– Selected sector: Tourism

z Investment opportunities

z Summary

z Appendix
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Understanding the node

� Poor
� Large

� Rural

� Isolated

� Unequal

� Dispersed

� Under-educated

� Dry

� Dependent

� Mineral-rich

Key observations from Sekhukhune

OverviewOverview

Economy, 
overview

Economy, 
overview

Economy, 
mining

Economy, 
mining

Economy, 
agriculture 
and tourism

Economy, 
agriculture 
and tourism

Key characteristics 
of node

� The GSDM has a population of approximately one million people, 
97% of whom live in rural areas

� The node faces considerable development challenges, the most 
critical of which are large infrastructure and service backlogs 
(including serious water shortages) and an uneducated, under-
skilled population

� Eighty per cent of the nodal population is unemployed or 
economically inactive, resulting in a large dependency on social
grants, and over 85% of households earn less than the Household 
Subsistence Income Level

� The mining, agriculture and tourism sectors hold opportunities for 
economic growth going forward

� The GSDM holds the world’s richest reserves of PGMs, and 11 
new mines are expected to be developed over the next few years, 
creating an estimated 17,000 new jobs

� The district must maximise the benefit of the mining boom for the 
local population by providing people with the skills required to
capture employment opportunities and developing supporting 
business around the mining industry

� The GSDM has a large, established commercial agriculture sector 
around Groblersdal and Marble Hall; the challenge is to address 
the barriers that prevent emerging farmers from commercialising

� Tourism currently plays a marginal role in Sekhukhune’s
economy, but there is potential for a number of investments that
could draw greater numbers of visitors to the area
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Potential sources of economic growth – short term

Economic growth of firm in node

Increase sales?

Provide new 
product / service

For
export

Import 
substitution

Increase quality of 
current offering

Skills Other

Decrease cost?

Purchases Labour Infra-
structure

Other

Where to focus?

� Substitute imported 
mining labour

– Example: skilled 
mining positions, 
locally-owned 
construction, hotel 
and retail 
businesses, etc.

� Produce food for the 
local market

� Provide locals with skills required 
to work in the mining sector

� Provide emerging farmers with 
skills required to produce high 
quality crops and ultimately 
participate in the commercial 
sector

� Dams required for 
water provision / 
irrigation

� Road upgrades to 
support tourism growth 
and facilitate better 
transport for agriculture 
and mining sectors
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SekhukhuneSummary 
Potential sources of economic growth – long term

Economic growth of firm in node

Increase sales?

Provide new 
product / service

For
export

Import 
substitution

Increase quality of 
current offering

Skills Other

Decrease cost?

Purchases Labour Infra-
structure

Other

Where to focus?

� Export agricultural 
products outside the 
node (e.g., 
Johannesburg, Pretoria, 
international)

� Development of 
beneficiation industries 
and export of value-
added mining products

� Skills improvement is likely to 
continue to be a focus in the long 
term

� Given distances and 
cost, infrastructure and 
service provision will be 
a long-term process

Key focus  
area

Not a focus 
area
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SekhukhuneSummary 
Assessment of current activities

Key observations from Sekhukhune

What is being done?What is being done?

� The majority of the budget is allocated to water provision and other infrastructure projects

� Have completed or initiated a number of research and strategy projects

– LED strategy (completed)

– District tourism strategy (completed)

– 2025 development strategy (in progress)

– Mining sector strategy (pending)

� Have identified a series of tourism projects that could kick-start the sector and are planning on doing the same for mining

� Creating an Economic Development Agency to implement projects and attract investment

Strategic choice

Do more of 
the same

Do different things; 
do things differently

� Have strong economic development strategies, but seem 
to face barriers to implementation (lots being talked about, 
but little action taken)

� Proposed Economic Development Agency seems to be a 
promising initiative

� Very limited focus on LED opportunities in agriculture; 
more work required here 
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SekhukhuneSummary 
What needs to be done now?

Key observations from Sekhukhune

Solutions to constraints / investment opportunitiesSolutions to constraints / investment opportunities

� Water, infrastructure and skills are common constraints across most sectors 

� Promising investment opportunities include:

– Mining:  Several new mines to be developed; opportunities for supporting industries (accommodation, 
housing, retail, restaurants / catering, processing)

– Agriculture: Bio-diesel production to supply mining industry; fruit and vegetable processing plant

– Tourism: Vacation property and resort development

Requires involvement of
key stakeholders

� Greater Sekhukhune District Municipality

� Local municipality governments

� Government departments (DoA, DWAF, Department of Trade 
and Industry [DTI], etc.)

� NGOs (Sekhukhune Farms Development Trust)

� Private sector (mining companies, commercial farmers, agri-
businesses)

� Local people / entrepreneurs
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Sekhukhune

Sekhukhune poverty node

� Itineraries of field trips

� Key stakeholders

� Key documents

z Research process

z Overview

z Economy

– Overview

– Selected sector: Mining

– Selected sector: Agriculture

– Selected sector: Tourism

z Investment opportunities

z Summary

z Appendix



Copyright © 2006 Monitor Company Group, L.P. — Confidential — JOHUUP-WRD-Sekhukhune Profile-301106-IS 121

Nodal Economic Profiling Project 
Business Trust and dplg, 2007

SekhukhuneAppendix
Itinerary of field trip

Tuesday, 26 
September 2006
Tuesday, 26 
September 2006

Wednesday, 27 
September 2006
Wednesday, 27 
September 2006

Thursday, 28 
September 2006
Thursday, 28 
September 2006

Friday, 29 September 
2006
Friday, 29 September 
2006

Travel schedule / locationsTravel schedule / locationsTravel schedule / locations Main activitiesMain activitiesMain activities

� Johannesburg � Meeting with Nodal Manager

� Drive Johannesburg – Marble 
Hall

� Meeting with Sekhukhune Farms 
Development Trust

� Meeting with the IDP Manager at 
Sekhukhune District Municipality

� Marble Hall – Groblersdal –
Tompi Seleka – Marble Hall

� Meeting with Sun Valley Tourism

� Meeting with the LED Manager in
Groblersdal

� Meeting with (oil incubators)

CommentsCommentsComments

� Meeting with Limpopo Trade and 
Investment in Polokwane

� Meeting with Limpopo Economic 
Development Enterprise (LimDev) 
in Lebowakgomo

� Almost six hours of driving � Drive Marble Hall – Polokwane –
Lebowakgomo - Johannesburg
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SekhukhuneAppendix
Key stakeholders, actors, information carriers 

GovernmentGovernmentGovernment Private sector / 
business

Private sector / Private sector / 
businessbusiness Local peopleLocal peopleLocal peoplePublic sectorPublic sectorPublic sector NGOsNGOsNGOs OtherOtherOther

Phakane 
Phahlamohlaka, 

ISRDP co-ordinator
Sekhukhune DM 

= have appointment
= have met = key person, suggest to 

involve in future discussions

Bongani Molefe, 
Senior planner 

Sekhukhune DM

Adelaide Monyepao, 
IDP Manager 

Sekhukhune DM

Walter Phala, LED 
Manager

Groblersdal

Limpopo Economic 
Development 

Enterprise

Limpopo Trade and 
Invest

Sun Valley Tourism

Sekhukhune Farms 
Development Trust

Limpopo Business 
Support Agency 

(LIBSA)

Oil incubator

Xstrata (mining 
company)

Marula Mine

Anglo Platinum

Gladys Zulu, 
housekeeper at

Bushfellows Lodge 

= have appointment= referred to

Note: DM = District Municipality
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SekhukhuneAppendix
Key documentation 

TitleTitleTitle

Greater Sekhukhune IDP Review 2005-2008

Author / 
org.

Author / Author / 
org.org. YearYearYear

Greater 
Sekhukhune 

DM
2005

Main issues coveredMain issues coveredMain issues covered

Status quo report and development plan for the 
district municipality

LED Strategy 2003Description of economic sectors and prioritised 
projects 

Tourism Strategy
Greater 

Sekhukhune 
DM

2005Situational analysis and prioritised anchor 
projects

Greater Sekhukhune DM 2025 Development 
Strategy

Procurement 
Dynamics PTY 

Ltd
2006

Situational analysis of the district economy, 
areas of competitive advantage and 

governmental institutions 

Annual Report Trade and Invest Limpopo Trade and 
Invest Limpopo 2006Performance review and overview of current and 

proposed projects

Tunnel Production Units 
Urban-Econ 
Development 
Economists

N/ABusiness plan for establishing vegetable tunnel 
production units 

District Training Centre 2003Feasibility study

Development Plan of the Marble Hall Cultural 
and Tourism Centre

Sun Valley 
Tourism 2006

tick if on file

Business plan

Urban-Econ 
Development 
Economists

Note: DM = District Municipality

Urban-Econ 
Development 
Economists
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SekhukhuneAppendix
Key documentation 

TitleTitleTitle

Tourism Route Road Development 

Author / 
org.

Author / Author / 
org.org. YearYearYear

Urban-Econ 
Development 
Economists

N/A

Main issues coveredMain issues coveredMain issues covered

Business plan for LED anchor project 

tick if on file


